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The New Year 


By Margaret B. Currie 
CANNOT lift the veil which hides 
the future, 
I may not see the path which must be 
trod, 
I only know the “Way of Faith” leads 
upward 
And ends at last in Light and Love 
and God. 
I cannot tell how many rugged moun- 
tains 
Or shadowed valleys I shall have to 
cross, 
I only know, the Lord my hand enfolding 
And leading me, the way will not be 
lost. 
The New Year all unknown, but ever 
trusting 
In Him who lived. this life and knows 
the Way, 
I surely know His Word and presence 
always 
Will courage give and strength for 
each new day. . 





By Char- 


Duty as a Blessing 


All of God’s dealings with man are 
for his ultimate good. If He makes the 
sinner miserable, it is that he may turn 
from his wicked way and come to the 


Saviour, where he may find forgive- 
ness and peace. If He chastens the saint, 
it is in order that he may love God 
more and the world less. When He 
ordained hard work for man after he 
sinned, God knew that his wandering 
thoughts and wicked imagination would 
need to be kept in check and that his 
mischievous hands would need to be 
kept busy. Very few of us are finan- 
cially independent, and this is a blessing 
in disguise, for if there were no need 
to earn money, each man would be a 
law unto himself and we would soon 
have chaos instead of the large measure 
of order that we do have. It is a very 
good thing for most of us that each hour 
of the working day brings something 
that must be done then. Round-table 
conferences of leaders and officers in 
Christian work are necessary, for there, 
too, “in the multitude of counsellors 
there is safety” (Prov. 11:14); but they 
need to be kept within bounds. Con- 
ferences, meetings, and conversations 
would sometimes go on almost endlessly 
if duty did not call men and women 
elsewhere. It is wrong for a Christian 
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leader to be conferring with other 
leaders if, at the same time, there is a 
problem in his own organization on 
which he alone must give the final word. 
It is wrong for a mother to be leading 
a discussion group if, at the same time, 
her own children neéd her. It is wrong 
for a Sunday school teacher to be dis- 
cussing some large problem with the 
superintendent if, at the same time, his 
own class is in disorder. It is wrong to 
spin out arguments on the burning ques- 
tions that trouble the church today and 
be late for appointments, neglect pri- 
vate prayer and Bible study, stay up 
too late at night, prepare hastily for 
teaching or preaching, and do our main 
work poorly. It is rather startling to 
find, just before one of the great New 
Testament passages on the second com- 
ing of our Lord, these clear and simple 
words: “And that ye study to be quiet, 
and to do your own business, and to 
work with your own hands, as we com- 
manded you; that ye may walk honestly 
toward them that are without, and that 
ye may have lack of nothing” (1 Thess. 
4:11, 12). e 
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Toadstools and Mushrooms 


An editorial by Lucile Enlow 


mushrooms. They probably taste 
alike. But the results of eating 
each are totally different. 

Those who have their senses exer- 
cised to discern between the poisonous 
and edible varieties of mushroom are 
able to determine the difference by cer- 
tain characteristics that can be seen on 
examination. 

Recently in our city I read of a baby 
who ate a toadstool and died. A few 
days later, I heard of another child who 


"Tost look alike—toadstools and 


* just nibbled a toadstool and was only 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The fear of man bringeth a 
snare: but whoso putteth his trust 
in the Lord shall be safe” (Prov. 
29:25). 




















saved from death by immediate and 
drastic measures to eliminate the poison. 

Part of my college expense was earned 
by caring for a lively baby girl who 
had no more discrimination than a billy 
goat. Anything she could get into her 
mouth went in there, and an alarming 
number of articles strange-to the hu- 
man stomach disappeared before our 
startled eyes—pins and pennies, rags 
and ribbons. 

Once, a whole bottle of India ink was 
drained in a flash. Her stomach had 
more sense than she had and refused 
that promptly, with our aid; but we 
were moved to mirth as well as exas- 
peration at the inquiring nature of her 
appetite. Fortunately, this phase of her 
development did not last long or she 
would not have lasted long. 

We understand that it takes a little 
time for a baby to discover that effect 
follows cause by inexorable law, and 
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to choose causes with beneficial effects. 
Nourished by pure milk which they 
down with enthusiastic abandon regu- 
larly and often, babies grow by nature 
into the more mature taste that de- 
mands a varied diet. Teeth necessary 
for chewing appear at proper intervals, 
and, by a combination of normal devel- 
opment and instruction, the child learns 
to select the good and reject the bad. 

These same laws, put into operation 
by the same Creator, produce the same 
results in the spiritual realm. Poison 
kills no matter how harmless it looks, 
no matter how sincerely mistaken the 
victim, and it pays to discriminate. 

“There is a way which seemeth right 
unto a man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death” (Prov. 14:12). 

The Devil’s smoothest lie is: “It 
doesn’t matter what you believe, just so 
you are sincere.” Swallow that one and 
it generates an abnormal appetite for 
all the others, 

“T don’t believe in condemning other 
people’s religions. There is good in all 
of them” (peanut butter ground with 
glass); “If I do the best I can, I'll get 
to Heaven” (Waldorf salad with arsenic 
dressing). 

But how can we tell the false from 
the true? How can we nourish newborn 
babes in Christ so that they will grow 
up with healthy appetites, and how shall 
a man be taught to detect a toadstool 
in a field of mushrooms? 

To our shame, it is the mushroom in 
a field of toadstools that we must search 
out in these last days, when cults are 
springing up over night, watered indus- 
triously while we sleep by false prophets 
whom we have let creep in unawares. 

We are admonished to “try the spirits 
whether they are of God” (1 John 4:1), 
but that does not mean to entertain 
them. We do not have to eat a toad- 
stool to know that it is dangerous. Our 
high school botany teacher experimented 
personally with disastrous consequences. 

He had written the textbook we were 
studying from a first-hand knowledge 
of plants that was thrilling to us, con- 
fessing that certain information recorded 
therein concerning toadstools had al- 
most cost him his life. An expert on 
the subject, he had no difficulty in dis- 
tinguishing the poisonous from the edi- 
ble, but he could not believe that all 
the compiled evidence was true, so he 
undertook to prove that a man could 
eat toadstools and live. 

In spite of a vigorous body and the 
prompt measures made available in case 
of need, our teacher had spent a long 
summer in the hospital thinking over 
his rash and unnecessary experiment. 
He died a few years later. I was per- 
fectly content to take his word for it 
that there was death in the pot, and had 
no inclination to garnish my steak with 
broiled toadstools, or even to taste the 
fringe of one of them. 

Newborn babes normally desire milk. 
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They do not need to understand the 
processes whereby they grow into 
healthy adults to enjoy it. If young 
Christians would just feed on the sin- 
cere milk of the Word as babies tip up 
their bottles and restfully drink the 
warm fluid that they cry for if it is 
not forthcoming, good blood and strong 
sinew would develop that later demand 
meat. The Word does its work, and the 
grown man is fortified by the myste- 
rious processes of life ordained by the 
One who created him spirit, soul, and 
body. Brain grows with heart, and it 
is possible to examine a belief with the 
aid of both for error that is soon evi- 
dent. 

A godly man was browsing among the 
books of the store where one of my 
sons is manager. He was invited to dis- 
close the fact if he found anything ques- 
tionable. I watched him as he opened 
and scanned book after book, noting 
a change of expression as he turned the 
pages of one. In a few moments, .he 
walked over to my son, holding his 
nose as he extended the book at arm’s 
length. “This one smells bad,” he re- 
marked with a droll grimace. 

Error “smells bad” to anyone who is 
fortified by the Word of God. Religions 
that deify man and humanize the Sav- 
iour are immediately identified as 
Satan’s, no matter how nearly like the 
truth they may look otherwise. If the 
precious blood of Christ, the only be- 
gotten Son of God, is missing from the 
diet offered, no amount of food will 
sustain life. 

Law dragged back into the age of 
grace caused Paul such aneuish that he 
wrote long letters to the foolish, mis- 
guided believers of the early churches. 
twice pronouncing a solemn curse upon 
those who had thus deceived them. It 
seemed so evident to him in the livht 
of Calvary — saved, himself, from those 
weak and beggarly elements to which 
he had been a slave for so long — that 
no man is justified by the Law. 

More and more confusing to the un- 
taught or unspiritual mind is the mul- 
tiplicity of beliefs, all bearing a general 

(Continued on page 20) 





Coming Next Week 


IKE Cornelius of old in the 

Roman Army, there are officers 
here and there in the Armed 
Forces of the United States who 
are God-fearing and devout men. 
One such will give his personal 
testimony in two issues of THE 
Sunpay Scnoot Times, beginning 
next week. He is Major General 
W. K. Harrison, Jr., Chief of the 
Armed Forces Information and 
Education Division. His testimony 
will be published under the title, 
“My Life as a Christian in the 
United States Army.” 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Notes on the Passover Lamb 


A recent issue of the Classmate, a 
Sunday school paper published by the 
Methodist Church, contains a _ story 
telling of a little girl who wrote a 
school composition telling of her being 
invited by a Jewish classmate to “a 
special dinner called Seder” on the 
“first night of the Jewish holy day 
called ‘Passover.’” 

She tells how the friend explained 
to her what each thing on “the Pass- 
over platter at the head of the table 
meant.” 

“There was roasted shankbone of 
lamb, which stood for the paschal 
lamb, sacred to the Egyptians, which 
Moses told the Jews to destroy the 
night before they escaped from Egypt 
back in Biblical times.” 

I know, of course, that the writer 
of the story is “all off” in speaking 
of the “destroying” of the paschal 
lamb. Is he not just as incorrect in 
saying that the lamb was sacred to the 
Egyptians?—A Pennsylvania reader. 

In order to get the opinion of a He- 
brew Christian, the Editor submitted this 
letter to the Rev. Aaron Judah Kliger- 
man, D.D., who is responsible for the 
work of Jewish evangelism under the 
Board of National Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. Dr. 
Kligerman was born in the heart of Or- 


. 


. thodox-Hasidic Jewry in Czarist Russia, 


and was educated in Jewish rabbinical 
schools. At the age of seventeen, having 
aligned himself with the Socialist Move- 
ment of the time, he was forced to leave 
both school and home. In 1909 he found 
himself in Odessa. There he was given 
a New Testament, which first presented 
to him the claims of Christ. Two years 
later he made his way to America. A 
sermon heard on the Boston Commons 
and the help of a Hebrew Christian min- 
ister in Chicago led him to accept Christ 
as his Saviour and Lord. He was or- 
dained by the Presbytery of Dubuque 
in 1922, and spent many years as direc- 
tor of the Emmanuel Neighborhood 
House in Baltimore. He is at present 
the president of the International He 
brew Christian Alliance, with headquar. 
ters in London; for the past fifteen year: 
has edited the Hebrew Christian Alli 
ance Quarterly; and has written a bock 
on “The Feasts and Fasts of Israel.’ 
which is now unfortunately out of print 

Dr. Kligerman’s comments on the 
above letter are as follows: 

“The description of the little girl of 
her visit to a Jewish home on Passover 
night and in connection with the Seder. 
is vivid and very beautiful. Her Jew- 
ish classmate’s interpretation of the 
meaning of the Passover lamb, which in 
our day and since the destruction of 
the Temple is represented by the roasted 
shankbone, is entirely wrong. 

“1. Moses never told the Jews to de- 
stroy the lamb which according to the 

(Continued on page 17) 
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ll. Why Has the Church Failed To Evangelize the World? 


The New Testament method applied to modern times 





a sufficient number of missionaries. 

A great many people are afraid 

of the opposition that must be encoun- 

tered. The forces of the enemy, they 

think, are too strong. The foe cannot 

be overcome. There are enemies, a great 

many, and never were they as powerful 
as they are today. 

As a matter of fact, there are three 
major enemies to foreign missions: first, 
false religions; second, nationalism; 
third, Communism. False religions, de- 
mon-inspired as they are, withstand the 
message of the Gospel wherever possible, 
Nationalism would drive the mission- 
ary out of the country, proclaiming 
Africa for the Africans; China for the 
Chinese; India for the Indians. Com- 
munism would put to death every Chris- 
tian, missionary and native alike, These 
are the three major opponents of the 
Gospel today. But that is not the rea- 
son for our failure. 

Others there are who are always talk- 
ing about the closed doors. They sit 
down and do nothing; waiting and pray- 
ing for them to open. Well, there are 
closed doors; but may I say that there 
are also open doors. “Behold, I have 
set before thee an open door, and no 
man can shut it,” says God. Why then 
worry about the closed doors? Why 
not enter the open doors? I have heard 
reports of station after station having 
been closed for lack of workers. Why 
not occupy these stations? The dodrs 
are still open. 


The Need To Occupy Open Fields 

Paul went where he could go. He 
deliberately turned from the closed doors 
and entered the open ones. We should 
do the same. I believe we should work 
where God is working. When He wants 
us to enter, He will open the door; but 
with the numerous doors that are now 


Tent Because we have not sent out 


open, where people are clamoring for. 


missionaries, we should press forward 
as never before, occupying every field 
and remaining in it until the doors are 
closed. No, the doors do not explain 
our failure. 

The problem is still one of laborers. 
In China there are vast harvest fields, 
and they have to be reaped by hand; 
yet they are always reaped. Why? Be- 
cause every man, woman, boy, and girl, 
able to carry a sickle, goes to work: 
hence, there are laborers in abundance. 

Our Lord recognized that problem. 
He said, “The harvest truly is plente- 
ous, but the labourers are few; pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
he will send forth labourers into his 
harvest” (Matt. 9:37, 38). If we had a 
sufficient number of laborers, the job 


could be done, but we have always been 
short-handed. Today, with our increased 
population, the laborers are as few, in 
comparison, as they were in the days 
of Jesus. That is why we are continually 
appealing to young men and women to 
volunteer for missionary service. We 
must get more laborers. 


Teaching Others To Teach Others 

Fourth. Because we have not fol- 
lowed the Pauline methods, 

In 2 Timothy 2:2 we have the Pauline 
method stated: “And the things that 
thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach 
others also.” Paul’s method was to teach 
others, and then, in turn, they were to 
teach still others; thus workers were 
provided, workers trained and equipped. 

Now the best way to do that today 
is by means of Bible schools. The first 
thing we should do when we get to e 
foreign field is to establish a Bible 
school, train the workers that are avail- 
able, as soon as they have been won 
to Christ, and then send them out as 
evangelists to their own people. The 
native himself is the key to the situa- 
tion. The foreign missionary can never 
hope to evangelize the world. The day 
will never come when we shall be able 
to put a missionary from the homelarid 
in every village, town, and city through- 
out the world. Even if we could, it 
would not be healthy. Think of us call- 
ing foreigners to become our pastors. I’ 
just isn’t natural. 

The Lord Jesus, you remember, trained 
the Twelve; then the Seventy. Paul never 
became a pastor. He won converts, or- 
dained elders, and passed on. He placed 
the churches-under native leadership, 
and made them self-supporting from the 
very first. They were living organisms. 
Living organisms will grow. 

In Acts 19:8-10, 18-20 we have a mar- 
velous example of the Pauline method. 
In two short years, we are told, all 
those in Asia heard the Gospel. Asia 
covered a territory of approximately 
50,000 square miles. There was a mighty 
revival. Books belonging to various false 
cults were burned publicly — books 
costing thousands of dollars—so great 
was the upheaval, 

How did it happen? Paul took charge 
of a school, and every day he taught. 
Most certainly he did not, himself, travel 
throughout Asia and evangelize the 
country. So far as the record goes, he 
stayed in one place, but he taught 
others; then they in turn went every- 
where preaching the Gospel, with the 
results described in the nineteenth chap- 
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ter. That method cannot be improved 
upon. It will work anywhere. 

The West Indies Mission has proved 
it. They started in Cuba with a Bible 
school. Not a church, mark you, but a 
Bible school. Then they went to Haiti 
and established another. Later they put 
one in the Dominican Republic and an- 
other in Jamaica. Now they are start- 
ing a fifth in one of the French Islands. 
What has been the result? The students 
in hundreds have gone from their Bible 
schools throughout the length and 
breadth of the islands of the West In- 
dies, and more than fifty thousand have 
been won to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The old method had been followed for 
decades. Churches had been built in 
the larger towns and cities, but the 
country districts, where most of the peo- 
ple lived, were left untouched and un- 
evangelized. The West Indies Mission 
went in. The Pauline method was 
adopted. Now annual conferences num- 
ber upwards of seven thousand or more; 
so great has grown the Word of God 
and multiplied. That is the ideal way. 

Such a method cuts down expenses. 
The natives can live more cheaply. No 
furloughs are necessary. They can be 
supported by their own churches. For- 
eign funds are not required. All we 
have to do is to support the missionary 
and his work and leave it to the natives 
to do the rest. The work then becomes 
self-supporting, self-governing, and self- 
propagating. That is the Scriptural way. 
The Pauline method cannot be improved 
upon, 

No Need To Fail in the Future 


All surrendered believers want to do 
the will of God, and we know that there 
is nothing nearer to His heart than the 
evangelization of the world. If we have 
failed in the past, that is no reason why 
we should fail in the future. Let us 
work while it is called today. The world 
must be evangelized. Why not com- 
plete it in our own generation? 

It may be that God is calling you 
and that He wants you to go. If so, obey 
the Spirit. Do not be disobedient to the 
heavenly vision. Answer, “Here am I, 
Lord; send me.” It may be that He 
wants you to send a substitute. If so, 
earn as much money as you can; but 
put that money back of some substitute. 
Send someone in your place. Do your 
part to evangelize the world. It may 
be that He is calling you to pray. Do 
not fail Him. Become an intercessor. 
Take missions on your heart. Pray the 
laborers out to the fields. Pray in the 
money. Pray until the world has been 
evangelized. 


TORONTO. 
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VI. The Pope—and the Keys 
of the Kingdom (Continued) 


The true meaning of binding and loosing 


T HAS been shown in the preceding 

article that the symbols of two well- 
known pagan divinities at Rome were 
appropriated by the early Roman Church 
as the keys of Peter the Apostle. 
Alexander Hislop throws further light 
on this deception when he writes: 

“Before the Christian Era, and down- 
wards, there was a ‘Peter’ at Rome, who 
occupied the highest place in the pagan 
priesthood. The priest who explained 
the Mysteries to the initiated was some- 
times called by the Greek term, the 
‘Hierophant’; but, in primitive Chaldee, 
the real language of the Mysteries, his 
title was ‘Peter,’ i.e., ‘the interpreter’... 
decorated with the keys of the two di- 
vinities whose Mysteries he unfolded. 
Thus we may see how the key of Janus 
and Cybele would come to be known as 
the keys of Peter, the ‘interpreter’ of the 
Mysteries. Yea, we have the strongest 
evidence that, in countries far removed 
from one another, and far distant from 
Rome, these keys were known by initi- 
ated pagans, not merely. as the ‘keys of 
Peter, but as the keys of a Peter iden- 
tified with Rome” (“The Two Babylons,” 
pp. 206-208). 

Thus, a shameful and grievous fraud 
was perpetrated when Peter the pagan, 
with the keys of the pagan divinities 
Janus and Cybele, was imposed on the 
Roman Church by designing men as 
Peter the Apostle, with the keys of the 
Kingdom. This great deception is one 
item in the damaving evidence against 
the claims of the Roman Church. Con- 
sequently, we see that when Papal claims 
are ihvestigated in the light of Scrip- 
ture and history, they cannot stand the 
test. The light exposes her fraudulent 
claims. 

ScHoLtarR LAYS BARE THE FORGERY 


As the present writer has made clear 
elsewhere, many forged documents and 
papal letters, represented as issued by 
popes of the first six centuries, were in 
reality the False Decretals published by 
one who named himself Isidore Mer- 
eator, about 850 A.D. These were used 
by canonists of the Roman Church as 
the basis of Romish claims. 

Dr. Dollinger, who, as Dr. Philip Schaff 
stated, was “the most learned historian 
of the Roman Church in the nineteenth 
century.” made, perhaps, the most tell- 
ing exposure of the falsity of papal 
claims as related to infallibility. With 
direct bearing on the power of the keys, 
and binding and loosing, Dr. Dollinger 
said: 

“Gregory borrowed one main pillar 
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of his system from the False Decretals. 
Isidore had made Pope Julius (about 
A.D. 338) write to the Eastern bishops: 
‘The Church of Rome, by a singular priv- 
ilege, has the right of opening and shut- 
ting the gates of Heaven to whom she 
will’ (Decret. pseudo-Is.-ed. Hinsch, p. 
464). On this, Gregory built his scheme 
of dominion. How should not he be 
able to judge on earth, on whose will 
hung the salvation or -damnation of 
men? The passage was made into a 
special decree .or chapter in the new 
codes. The typical formula of binding 
and loosing had become an inexhaust- 
ible treasure chamber of. rights and 
claims. The Gregorians used it as a 
charm to put them in possession of 
everything worth coveting. If Gregory 
— who was notoriously the first to un- 
dertake dethroning kings—wanted to 
depose the German Emperor, he said, 
‘To me is given power to bind and loose 
on earth and in heaven.’ Were subjects 
to be absolved from their oaths of alle- 
giance — which he was also the first to 
attempt? He did it by virtue of his 
power to loose. Did he want to dispose 
of other people’s property? He de- 
clared, as at his Roman Synod of A.D. 
1080 — ‘We desire to show the world that 
we can give or take away at our 
will kingdoms, duchies, earldoms — in 
a word, the possessions of all men — 
for we can bind and locse’” (“The Pope 
and the Council,” pp. 109, 110). 

Though based on the False Decretals, 
the Roman Church still makes the same 
claims, without a shred of support from 
Scripture or history. As we have seen, 
the Knights of Columbus state, “ “The 
keys’ were then, and still are today, a 
symbol of supreme authority,” and yet 


the full evidence proves that that sym- y 


bol dates back to early paganism: and 
the Pope’s claim of binding and loosing 
is based on a forged document. The 
Roman Church is still deluding thou- 
sands into believing her teaching rests 
on Hely Scripture, instead of which, it 
is sustained only by the faulty founda- 
tion of paganism and forgery. May the 
Lord open the eyes of the blind that 
they may see. 


Wuat Is MEANT BY THE Keys, BINDING, 
Loostnc? 


The keys of the Kingdom of Heaven 
speak of opening up the meaning of the 
Word of God by teaching and preaching, 
and thus making known the Gospel. 
which, when it is believed and received, 
looses and makes men free; or, when it 
is rejected, leaves them bound. Our 
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Lord gave the disciples authority to 
declare the terms of forgiveness, pro- 
claiming Christ only as “the way, the 
truth, and the life”; ever stressing man’s 
responsibility toward the Christ of the 
message preached, “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved; but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned” (Mark 16: 
16). When a man believingly accepts 
the Christ of the message, his sins are 
remitted, he is loosed; when a man be- 
lieves not, his sins are retained, he re- 
mains bound. 

Peter exercised the power of the keys, 
first on the Day of Pentecost, when he 
preached salvation through Christ to 
Israel. “Then they that gladly received 
his word were baptized: and the same 
day there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). Again 
Peter used the keys in the house of 
Cornelius, when he preached salvation 
through Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, say- 
ing, “That through his name whosoever 
believeth in him shall receive remission 
of sins” (Acts 10:43). 

The Roman Church teaches that the 
binding and loosing is the same as the 
remitting and retaining of sins (Matt. 
16:19 and John 20:23): and that these 
give priests the power of granting or 
refusing absolution in the confessional. 
The power of the forgiveness of sins 
was never claimed or exercised by the 
apostles. This was ever regarded as the 
prerogative of God alone, “Who can for- 
give sins but God only?” (Luke 5:21.) 
Moreover, the Holy Scriptures definitely 
teach “that repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his name” 
(Luke 24:47). This has nothing to do 
with a confessional box, but. with the 
preaching of Christ and Him crucified. 
As Christ is preached, the sinner is 
either bound or loosed. Sins are re- 
mitted or retained as the sinner accepts 
or rejects the Saviour preached. Thus, 
the preaching of the Gospel is “to the 
one ... the savour of death unto death: 
and to the other the savour of life unto 
life” (2 Cor. 2:15, 16). 

In the East, a man is said to do what 
his message brings about. This makes 
clear the meaning of the words, “What- 
soever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven,” ete. This is empha- 
sized in the case of the Prophet Jere- 
miah, where he was said to do what his 
message brought to pass, “And the Lord 
said unto me, Behold, I have put my 
words in thy mouth. See, I have this 
day set thee over the nations and over 
the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull 
down, and to destroy, and to throw 
down, to build, and to plant” (Jer. 1: 
9, 10). Our Lord used the same figura- 
tive language when he spoke to Peter 
and to the other apostles. The keys 
were not literal keys, hence they were 
figurative keys. ; 
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Lesson for January 22 


PETER AND PAUL UNDERSTOOD 

While the Roman Church seeks to in- 
ject a sacerdotal element into the plain 
words of Scripture, it is well to note 
the beautiful simplicity with which 
Peter the apostle speaks of the remis- 
sion of sins. He makes it unmistakably 
clear that faith in the Christ preached 
resulted in sins being remitted: “Then 
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins”; 
and again, “Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out.” And again Peter declared, “And 
he commanded us to preach unto the 
people, and to testify . . . that through 
his name whosoever believeth in him 
shail receive remission of sins” (Acts 
2:38; 2:19; 10:42, 43). 

The Apostle Paul gave emphasis to the 
same truth, viz., that sins are remitted, 
sins are blotted out, loosed on earth and 
in Heaven, by faith in Christ: “Be it 
known unto you therefore, men and 
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brethren, that through this man is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of 
sins: and by him all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which ye 
could not be justified by the law of 
Moses” (Acts 13:38, 39). 

Thus, when the claims made in the 
advertisements of the Knights of Colum- 
bus are investigated, it is found that 
pagan symbolism and claims of forged 
papal documents have been injected 
into a Scripture text, and, on this super- 
imposed meaning and extravagant inter- 
pretation, popes have taken to them- 
selves the prerogatives of God, of Christ, 
and of the Holy Spirit, thus deceiving 
millions. Tested in the light of Scrip- 
ture and history, it is seen these papal 
claims lack adequate foundation, ‘being 
utterly false. 

“To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them” 
(Isa, 8:20). 


Victoria, B. C, 


Il. God May Call Your Child 


What training after high school does a missionary need? 


F YOU are willing for God to use your 

child consider his training prayer- 
fully. Decisions are thrust early on the 
school children of this age. The college 
course has been determined by the high 
school course and the high school course 
has been determined in junior high. In 
short, at the junior high school level, 
the general path for future training must 
be marked. If the child comes to you 
for advice, help him to make his choices 
prayerfully. 

“But what training after high school 
does a missionary need in addition to 
Bible school or seminary?” some may 
ask. The answer varies according to 
the many fields. Often a missionary can- 
didate, feeling the urgency of accom- 
plishing his task, has rushed to the field 
without sufficient training. The mis- 
sionary is young and has not attained 
the emotional or intellectual stability 
necessary. The situation is difficult both 
for the new missionary and the asso- 
ciates on the field. The first term might 
better have been spent in further train- 
ing. This is not always the case, but 
it has happened many times, and a new 
missionary has gone home defeated be- 
cause he was not adequately prepared. 

In thinking of possible missionaries 
for tomorrow let us consider the many 
sidedness of missionary life. Ordinarily 
the missionary is the jack-of-all-trades 
among your acquaintances. He must be 
versatile in order to meet the exigencies 
of his life on the field. It is to be re- 
membered always that the primary task 
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of the missionary is evangelism. But 
God uses many means of approach to 
that all-important end. 

As a missionary meets the officials of 
the country he enters, he must be able 
to converse intelligently with them in 
their own language and know something 
of their customs if he ‘is to win their 
favor. Often the liberty a missionary is 
granted in his work depends on these 
factors. This requires a knowledge of 
linguistics. If a child has a keen inter- 
est in missions in French Equatorial Af- 
rica, for instance, and has talked of 
going some time, if the Lord calls him, 
encourage the child to study French 
when he reaches junior high school age 
with that end in view, and to continue 
the study through his higher education. 
If he has no particular field in view any 
language study will be found helpful no 
matter what foreign language he must 
master in later years. 

Many a missionary has been left to 
supervise the building of his home, often 
has constructed it largely with his own 
hands. Chapels, schools, dispensaries 
must be built. The better the construc- 
tion the more lasting it will be and the 
greater saving of missionary effort for 
true. missionary work. A _ practical 
knowledge along these lines and in agri- 
culture is well worth while. 

Roads and landing strips must he built 
in virgin mission fields. Engineering and 
aviation are important in today’s mis- 
sionary program. Precious time and 
lives are saved by planes on the for- 
eign fields. I like the spirit of a mis- 
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sionary’s bride who sailed with their 
Piper Cub plane to South America a few 
years ago. She had studied the me- 
chanics of that plane in minute detail 
and was prepared to replace parts, if 
necessary. Let us not discourage the 
interest of our children in aviation. 
Encourage them to learn all they can 
for the Lord, holding the purpose in 
view. 

Living conditions are greatly improved 
on the remote stations where mission- 
aries have installed power plants to 
generate electricity. Many of our high 
schools offer practical training in. this 
field as well as in auto mechanics. Both 
courses would be a boon to a future 
missionary. 

But these are all studies for men, 
someone objects. What about the women 
missionaries? The sad truth is that the 
number of women missionaries far ex- 
ceeds the number of men. Some years 
ago an evangelist, returning from a visit 
to the mission fields declared that he 
was ashamed he was a man. “I saw 
women missionaries everywhere doing 
the work. of men, and I was ashamed.” 
The ratio has become so disproportionate 
on some fields that field councils are 
requesting that no more girls be sent 
to the fields unless with specialized 
medical training. God needs young men 
on our mission fields, 

Nurses and doctors are in great de- 
mand in the foreign fields. They have 
unequaled opportunities to reach the 
lost with the Gospel. The scope of the 
work on any field is broadened by a 
medical work. 

The fundamentals of pedagogy can be 
applied on the mission field in teaching 
the Word of God. And with many 
boards there is a crying need for schools 
and teachers for missionary children 
where they may be comparatively near 
the parents during their early schooling. 
God has a real ministry for school- 
teachers on the foreign fields. The mis- 
sionary who has trained for teaching or 
nursing is most welcome on the mission 
field. 

Radio broadcasts, recordings, printing 
presses are being used of God more and 
more to spread the Gospel in foreign 
lands. “Music hath charms” the world 
over. Consider the asset in having an 
able musician to draw the crowds. There 
are possibilities unlimited. 

With all academic training, practical 
domestic training cannot be overempha- 
sized. One girl who applied to a mis- 
sion board had never had the pleasure 
of washing her own hair! Home is a 
fine place for boot training, learning to 
work and to do it graciously. A girl 
cannot hope to train a native to cook 
her favorite dish if she does not know 
how to do it herself. 

Our claim is not that a prospective 
missionary must excel in every field, 


(Continued on page 16) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


January 7, 1950 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. JANUARY 22. THE FIRST CHRISTIAN MARTYR 
Acts 6:1 to 8:4; printed text, 6:8-15; 7:54-60 
Golden Text.—Be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of life.—Rev. 2:10 


Kine James VERSION 

Acts 6:8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great 
wonders and miracles among the people. 

@ Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called 
the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexan- 
drians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. 

10 And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit 
by which he spake. 

11 Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him 
speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. 

12 And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the 
scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him 
to the council, 

13 And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not 
to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law: 

14 For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth 
shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which 
Moses delivered us. 

15 And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, 


Chap. 7:54 When they heard these things, they were cut to 
the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. 

55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly 
into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on 
the right hand of God, 

56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
of man standing on the right hand of God. 

57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their 
ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 

58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the wit- 
nesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose 
name was Saul. 

59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, 
he fell asleep. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





saw his face as it had been the face of an angel. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

N STEPHEN, one of the seven chosen 
IT to minister in temporal things, we 

have a magnificent illustration of the 
truth set forth by the Apostle Paul in 1 
Timothy 3:13: “For they that have used 
the office of a deacon well purchase to 
themselves a good degree, and great 
boldness in the faith which is in Christ 
Jesus.” While all of the seven deacons 
were chosen because of their faith and 
their spirituality, Philip and Stephen 
soon began to exercise a much wider 
ministry than the other five, the one 
evangelizing Samaria and the other wit- 
nessing in the synagogues of Jerusalem 
to the Messiahship of Jesus. Because 
of the intensity and fervor of his dis- 
courses Stephen soon attracted city-wide 
attention, and while many were brought 
to a knowledge of Christ, others were 
stirred to a bitter opposition which 
eventually resulted in the arrest of the 
fearless preacher, his mock trial, unjust 
condemnation, and death. Thus he an- 
swered to the messenger in our Lord’s 
parable, whom the rebellious citizens sent 
after the absent nobleman, saying, “We 
will not have this man to reign over 
us” (Luke 19:14). 

In Acts 7 we have Stephen’s eloquent 
and powerful defense. He begins with 
the God of glory and ends with the glory 
of God. He traces out in a remarkable 
manner Israel’s past failures to recog- 
nize their deliverers when they first 
appeared, but whom they received and 
to whom they became subject on the 
second occasion. Apparently he was 
just in the process of making the same 
application to the first and second ad- 
vents of the Lord Jesus, thus comparing 
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their attitude toward Him to that of 
their fathers toward Moses and Joseph; 
but his angry hearers had become so 
enraged that they were incapable of 
logical thinking. They stopped their 
ears, gnashed upon him with their teeth, 
and stoned him to death. It is most 
significant that the young man, Saul of 
Tarsus, was a ringleader in bringing 
about the martyrdom of this servant of 
Christ. Who can doubt that the glory 
shining in Stephen’s face and his inter- 
cession on behalf of his murderers must 
have made a deep impression upon the 
heart and conscience of this bigoted 
Pharisee, who, though he knew it not 
at the time, was destined to continue the 
testimony which Stephen had begun. 


The Historical Setting 

The events recorded in chapters 6 and 
7 followed very closely upon the Pente- 
costal enduement. Following the many 
conversions of that day, the church of 
God in Jerusalem grew rapidly as many 
more became obedient to the faith. 
Others besides the apostles began to 
preach the Gospel. Persecution became 
more and more severe until at last 
Stephen, the first martyr for Christ’s 
sake, was stoned to death by order of 
the Sanhedrin. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 6:8.—‘“Stephen did great 
wonders and miracles.” Empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, Stephen, one of the 
seven deacons, began preaching the Gos- 
pel with great energy and enthusiasm, 
and, as in the case of the apostles them- 
selves, the Lord confirmed the Word 
with signs following. 

Verse 9.—“Certain of the synagogue 
. , . of the Libertines.” Jews born out- 
side of the land of Palestine, who had 
come from different lands to reside in 


Jerusalem, were divided into various 
groups, each having their own syna- 
gogues. Into these Stephen went, 
preaching and reasoning out of the 
Scriptures. 


Verse 10.—“They were not able to 
resist the wisdom and the spirit by 
which he spake.” So powerful and con- 
vincing were his messages that his 
hearers were unable to deny their truth, 
even though they did not all accept his 
conclusions. 


Verse 11—“They suborned men” as 
witnesses against Stephen, who, in their 
fanatical zeal for the religion of their 
fathers, gave false testimony against 
him, even twisting his words in an en- 
deavor to make them mean exactly the 
opposite to what he was preaching. 


Verse 12—“They stirred up the peo- 
ple, . . . and caught him, and brought 
him to, the council.” Arousing the rab- 
ble as well as many of the leaders in 
Israel, they stirred them up in fierce 
antagonism to the young preacher, lead- 
ing to his arrest, and summoning him 
before the Sanhedrin, to whom it was 
given to render judgment upon matters 
pertaining to the Jewish religion. 

Verse 13.—“This man ceaseth not to 
speak blasphemous words against this 
holy place, and the law.” The charge 
was absolutely false and was very sim- 
ilar to that brought against our Lord 
Himself (Matt, 26:61) and later against 
the Apostle Paul (Acts 24:5, 6). When 
men are carried away by intense re- 
ligious bigotry, they do not hesitate to 
stoop to untruthful charges against their 
opponents. . 

Verse 14—“We have heard him say, 
that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy 
this place.” Half truths readily become 
whole lies. Undoubtedly there seemed 
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Lesson for January 22 


to be a basis gf truth upon which these 
charges rested. For Stephen surely told 
them how the Lord Jesus had come to 
bring in a new age and to supersede 
the Law of Moses by the covenant of 
grace. Not understanding the full im- 
port of this his hearers misapplied his 
words completely in their effort to in- 
flame the prejudices of their co-religion- 
ists. ai 

Verse 15.—“All that sat in the council 

. saw his face as it had been the 
face of an angel.” Undisturbed by all 
the hatred and bitter opposition of those 
whom he desired to help, Stephen’s very 
countenance manifested the deep peace 
and abounding joy that filled his soul. 
Gazing by faith upon the face of his 
adorable Lord, the glory that shone there 
was reflected in his own as in a mirror. 
But even this failed to impress his an- 
gry accusers. 

Chap. 7:54.—“When they heard these 
things, they were cut to the heart.” The 
expression “these things” refers to 
Stephen’s great discourse, which is found 
in Acts 7:2-53. Convincing as this ad- 
dress must have been to any open mind, 
it only increased the anger and hatred 
of those who heard it, so prejudiced were 
they against anything that even seemed 
to discredit their own religious views. 

Verse 55.—“He .. . looked up sted- 
fastly into heaven, and saw the glory 
of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God.” As the martyr gazed 
heavenward, it was given him to behold 
the glory of God and the Lord Jesus, 
for whose sake he was about to die. 
Not infrequently have similar manifes- 
tations of eternal realities been given 
to devoted saints about to Jeave this 
scene. 

Verse 56.—“I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man standing on the right 
hand of God.” It was as though He who 
“sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high” when the work of re- 
demption was accomplished (Heb. 1:3; 
10:12) had risen up with loving con- 
cern in order to greet His devoted serv- 
ant, so soon to be ushered into His 
presence, 

Verse 57.—“Stopped their ears, and ran 
upon him with one accord.” Determined 
not to heed Stephen’s words, they turned 
deaf ears to his message and threw them- 
selves upon him as if they were a pack 
of hungry wolves, bent on his destruc- 
tion, 

Verse 58.—“Laid down their clothes 
at a young man’s feet, whose name was 
Saul.” Apparently calm and collected, 
despite the violence of the mob, this 
young man stood by as a representa- 
tive of the Sanhedrin, while Stephen 
was slain. Little did he dream then 
that he soon would be enduring similar 
persecution for the name of Christ. 

Verse 59.—“Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” Commending his spirit to the 
Saviour, as the Lord Himself had com- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. January 15.—Fellowship in . the 
Early Church Acts 2:42 to 5:42 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. January 29.—Unto All Men. 
Acts 8:4 to 11:18 








mitted His spirit to the Father before 
He died, Stephen faced death unflinch- 
ingly. 

Verse 60.—“Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge.” In thus praying for his 
murderers, Stephen displayed the same 
spirit as that which characterized His 
Lord when He, too, prayed for His 
enemies while hanging upon the cross. 
With these tender words of intercession 
upon his lips, the protomartyr of the 
Christian dispensation closed his eyes 
to things of earth, only to open them in 
a brighter scene where hatred and mis- 
understanding cannot enter. As to his 
body, he fell asleep. As to his spirit, 
he was “absent from the body,” but 
“present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The preaching of the Gospel in the 
power of the Holy Spirit has, as a rule, 
one of two effects on the hearts of men. 
Either it will produce conviction of sin 
and earnest inquiry, as it did in the 
hearts of many on the Day of Pente- 
cost, or else it will arouse deep anger 
and indignation on the part of those who 
are wedded to their own ways and de- 
termined not to be moved by anything 
they hear. It is, however, the respon- 
sibility of those who knew the truth to 
present it in, love and faithfulness, as- 
sured -that whether men heed it or 
reject it, God is pleased when Christ 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

O WHAT special company in the 
church did Stephen belong? 

2. What qualifications were laid down 
for this office? 

3. Why did not Stephen (and Philip) 
stick to the temporal affairs of the 
church? 

4. Of what adage are the Jews who 
opposed Stephen a striking example? 

5. What made this particular group of 
Jews so zealous? 

6. In what respect did this “trial” re- 
semble our Lord’s? 

7. How ‘did Stephen conduct his de- 
fense? 

8. How did the outlook of Acts 7:54 
affect Stephen? 

9. In what respects did Stephen re- 
semble his Lord in death? 

10. What effect had the death of 
Stephen on the church’s testimony? 


(Answers on page 14) 
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is exalted, and will be glorified thereby 
both in them that are saved and in them 
that perish (2 Cor. 2:14, 15). 


Lesson Outline 
STEPHEN’S PREACHING AND MARTYRDOM 

1, Ministry accompanied by miraculous 
signs (Acts 6:8) 

2. Developing opposition (vs. 9, 10) 

3. Misrepresentations (vs, 11-14): 

4. Undisturbed peace of the accused (v. 
15) 

5. Stephen’s defense (chap. 7: 1-53) 

6. Bitter religious prejudice (v. .54) 

7. Stephen sustained by the risen Christ 
(vs. 55, 56) 

8. The martyr’s death (vs. 58-60) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Time of the Promise. Stephen in 
his address, as given in Acts 7, lays 
stress upon the fact that God works 
according to plan. He reviewed the 
Lord’s past dealings with Israel in order 
that they might better understand what 
God still has in store for them in the 
Christ whom they had rejected. God 
has a definite time for the fulfillment 
of every promise. Israel became a nation 
of slaves, suffering under the cruel task- 
masters set over them by a new dynasty 
of Pharaohs, who “knew not Joseph” 
(Exod. 1:8). Every effort was made 
to destroy them, but the more they were 
afflicted the more they multiplied and 
grew (Exod. 1:12) until the hour struck 
which God had foretold to Abraham, His 
friend, and so their deliverance was 
effected. So it shall be in connection 
with the termination of their present 
long-drawn-out agony. The time of the 
promise draws nigh. Deliverance will 
come with Messiah’s second advent in 
God’s appointed time. 


Summaries and Applications 

The glow upon Stephen’s face was the 
reflection of the glory upon which he 
was gazing. Are we so occupied with 
Christ that His love and grace are re- 
flected in our lives? 

Stephen did not live long, but he lived 
deep. More is accomplished in a short 
life devoted to God than in a long one 
in which self predominates. 

Samson slew more in his death than 
in his life. So it may have been with 
Stephen, whose patience in martyrdom 
must have spoken loudly to Saul of 
Tarsus, 

There is a very close link between 
the preaching of Stephen and the min- 
istry of the Apostle Paul. The latter 
is the continuation of the former, 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments; 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
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lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper, 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who hast been the refuge 
of the faithful in all generations, we 
thank Thee for all who have been true 
to Thee even unto death. Bless us now 
by our study of Stephen, the first Chris- 
tian martyr. May we go from here hold- 
ing more precious than ever our Bible, 
the Gospel, our freedom to be here, re- 
membering that these blessings cost the 
blood of the martyrs, 

They climbed the steep ascent of heaven 

Through peril, toil, and pain: 

O God, to us may grace be given 

To follow in their train. 
Even now in some places Christians suf- 
fer for their faith, and others are in 
constant peril. Let all such know Thy 
presence, Thy peace, and, if it please 
Thee, Thy protection. Strengthen us to 
witness for Thee, and use our witness 
to lead others to Thyself. We pray for 
the oppressed, the sad, the tempted, for 
all in want, for those who are ill, and 
for people in prison. Bring Thy healing 
touch afresh upon our stricken world, 
and hasten the day when sin shall be 
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vanquished and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away, through Christ Jesus, our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson—My mail lately 
brought me the picture and story of one 
of the latest Christian martyrs, a six- 
teen-year-old Bolivian Indian boy named 
Flores. All the way down from 
Stephen’s day to ours there have been 
some who have laid down life itself 
for Christ’s sake. Stephen died pub- 
licly witnessing to Christ, and so did 
this Bolivian lad, just last fall. He so 
loved his Lord that he could not be kept 
back from public witnessing. So the 
fatal night found him with other Chris- 
tians in an open-air meeting at Mel- 
cayama. Stones hurtling through the 
air broke up the meeting, and before 
the Christians could escape, a mob of 
drunken Indians overtook and slew them 
with stones and picks. The fallen in- 
cluded a Canadian missionary, a Bolivian 
pastor, and other Bolivians besides 
Flores, 

We may never have to die for Christ, 
but we are to be His witnesses by life 
and by word. The word “martyr” is 
the Greek word for “witness.” A mar- 
tyr is a witness for Christ who is faith- 
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ful though it means death, Faithfulness 
is not easy, but it is possible because 
Christ ever stands by us. A Mohamme- 
dan boy who found Christ was impris- 
oned for twenty months, often without 
food for days and with frequent beat- 
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AFTER 
ings so that he sometimes fainted. To- 
day he is a Christian pastor, and he 
says of that imprisonment, “I have never 
enjoyed God’s presence and peace and 
joy as during those twenty months.” For 
special trial there is always special help. 
“Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life.” 
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oem onsiine “Illustration Round 

is given to illustrations 

nm the printed le le: eason text. Readers are asked 

S limit Pihe total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Soldier— Not Bartender. — Be thou 
faithful (Rev. 2:10, Golden Text). Harry 
Shepler, a young man of whom THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times tells, was in the 
signal service. Being ordered one morn- 
ing by a sergeant to report for duty 
at the canteen, he refused to do so, and 
the sergeant threatened to report him 
to the officer of the day. “All right,” 
said Shipler, “go ahead. I did not en- 
list to be a bartender, but a soldier, and 
I will not report at the canteen.” He 
was duly reported to the major, who sent 
for him. Shipler went with trembling 
knees but with a steady heart, for he 
knew he was right. The officer said to 
him, “Are you the man who disobeyed 
orders this morning?” “Yes, sir, I am.” 
“Why did you do it?” “Simply because 
I do not believe it is right to do what 
I was asked to do. I enlisted to be a 
soldier and not a bartender.” The major 
rose quickly from his stool, and, ex- 
tending his hand, said: “Shepler, you 
are the kind of man we want. I am 
glad to see a fellow who has the cour- 
age of his convictions. You are not 
obliged to report to the canteen.” The 
great need of the day is for men to 
have convictions founded upon the 
Word of God, and then be true to those 
convictions.—From Bible Expositor and 
Illuminator. Sent by Josephine A. 
Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


Color Blindness—And set up false 
witnesses (Acts 6:13). A minister was 
asked by a Quaker lady, “Does not thee 
think that we can walk so carefully, live 
so correctly, and avoid every fanaticism 
so perfectly, that every sensible person 
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will say, ‘That is the kind of religion 
I believe in’?” He replied, “Sister, if 
thee had a coat of feathers as white as 
snow, and a pair of wings as shining 
as Gabriel’s, somebody would he found 
somewhere on the footstool with so bad 
a case of color blindness as to shoct thee 
for a blackbird."—From the Biblical 
Illustrator. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham,. Surrey, Eng. 


There Was One Who Bore All.-—-When 
they heard these things, they were cut 
to the heart, and they gnashed on him 
with their teeth (Acts 7:54). A servant 
of Christ, of our own times, a minister, 
was harassed by members of his church, 
and criticized by attendants, until he went 
to his bishop telling him it could no 
longer be endured, and he would resign. 
To his surprise the bishop said, “Do 
your people ever spit in your face?” 
“No, of course not,” he replied. “Do 
they ever smite you?” “No.” “Have 
they dressed you up, mocked, and be- 
fooled you?” “No,” he said. “Have they 
stripped and scourged you, crowned you 
with thorns—cruci—?” The minister 
interposed his reply, “No, God helping 
me, until they do, I'll hold on.”—From 
Westminster Quorterly. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


“Going Your Way.”—And saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God (7:55). A lonely 
young sailor in the Merchant Marine 
went into an employment office in New 
York and spoke to the girl at the desk 
about sailing again. He remarked, “If 
a fellow could only be sure something 
would come through worth dying for, 
it wouldn't be bad.” “That’s easy,” she 
said. “Christ is coming through, and 
He’s worth dving for.” The sailor was 
so surprised that he just sat and looked 
at her. He was there about ten minutes, 
but when he left the office he felt she 
had introduced him to a friend of hers. 
As he put it: “I sort of expected to see 
Him walk in the door, it was so real. 
I am not lonelv anv more. and I’m not 
afraid. She said, ‘I want to make you 
acquainted with my friend Jesus. You 
ought to know each other, since He will 
be going your way.’ It doesn’t matter 
so much now if my ship goes down and 
I go down, as long as there’s a God that 
no sub can sink — One that won’t ever 
change from what is right, even if the 
war goes on forever.”—From the Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


Comfort for Furnace Times.—And 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus (Acts 
7:55). The goldsmith is never far away 
when the gold is in the farhace.—From 
the British Weekly. Sent by William J. 
Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


Grace To Pray.—And he _ kneeled 
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charve. And 
when he had said this, he fell asleep 
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(Acts 7:60). When Joseph Parker, the 
great London preacher of the last cen- 
tury, was debating one day on the town 
green with enemies of Christianity, an 
infizel shouted to him, “What did Christ 
do for Stephen when he was stoned?” 
Perker answered — and. he said the an- 
swer was given him like an inspiration 
from Heaven— “He gave him grace to 


pray for those who stoned him.” It’ 


was the belief of St. Augustine and of 
Luther that the prayer which was of- 
fered by Stephen for those who stoned 
him, and which Paul must have heard 
when he held the clothes of those who 
did the stoning, was used of God for 
the conversion of the apostle—From 
the Watchman-Examiner, Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Tingley, Iowa. Prize illustration, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Stephen, full of faith and power 

.” (Acts 6:8).—The interpretation of 
the name Stephen is “crown.” It is 
easy to imagine that the proud parents 
at his birth so named him in hope that 
he would be the crown of the family 
name. He exceeded their highest ex- 
pectations! What a crown to the new 
testimony in the earth he was! He was 
“faithful unto death” — hence a “crown 
of life” will be given him. 

He is descri‘ed as a man “of honest 
report, full of the Holy Ghost and wis- 
dom” (v. 3) as well as “full of faith 
and power.” Is it any wonder the Lord 
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used him in the doing of “great won- 
ders and miracles among the people”? 

A young man, a Christian friend of 
mine, was in the Coast Guard dyring 
the recent war. His buddies twitted him 
about his Christianity, but before going 
into town for a “spree,” they asked him to 
keep the bulk of their money for them; 
lest they be stripped of it while in a 
drunken stupor. Some week ends he 
had as much as $800 in his care. - His 
testimony as an honest, Christian fellow 
was so powerful that they never re- 
quested a receipt for the money they 
entrusted to him. His word was as good 
as his bond to them. Eternity will re- 
veal what else his testimony did for 
them besides saving their money. 

“Certain of the synagoaue ... of the 
Libertines” (v. 9).—Satan often over- 
steps himself. He did’ so in this in- 
stance. Up to this moment the testi- 
mony had been confined to one city — 
Jerusalem. It might have been a con- 
siderable time before the work would 
have spread everywhere. Here Satan 
used human instrumentality to start that 
which speedily led to such bitter perse- 
cution of the disciples that they were 
scattered and “went every where 
preaching the word.” 

Often in my experience I have started 
to converse with one person, and that 
one became so argumentative and vo- 
ciferous that my audience suddenly in- 
creased from that one to scores and 
sometimes even hundreds. 

“And all . . . saw his face as it had 
been the face of an angel” (v. 15).— 
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What a place in which to see the face 
of a man as the face of an angel! The 
place ,is the council, the Sanhedrin — 
the highest Jewish court! There sits 
the high priest as president over all the 
judges; and there are the Libertines; 
and the suborned men (those who had 
been secretly secured and induced to 
commit perjury); and, of course, some 
of the common people. 

Stephen was being falsely accused of 
uttering blasphemous words against 
Moses and God. Blasphemy was pun- 
ishable by death (Lev. 24:16). Stephen 
was at perfect peace (Isa. 26:3). 

Angels played such a leading role in 
Israel’s history (e.g., Exod. 3:2; 14:19; 
23:20; Acts 7:53) that the “face of an 
angel” on this occasion should have sat- 
isfied them that God was returning to 
the nation in grace, and that this was 
their golden opportunity to take ad- 
vantage of it. But they would not 
hearken! Satan was blinding their 
minds. 

A little boy, who had heard about 
Satan, came to his father looking very 
serious, and asked, “Father, is Satan big- 
ger than I am?” “Yes, my boy,” said 
the father. “Is he bigger than you are, 
Father?” “Yes, my boy, he is bigger 
than I.” The boy looked surprised but 
thought again, and asked, “Is he bigger 
than Jesus?” “No, my boy, Jesus is 
bigger than Satan.” The little fellow, 
as he turned away, said with a smile, 
“Then, I’m not afraid of him.” If we, 
as believers, always recall the fact, 
“Greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world,” we shall be radi- 
ant persons, regardless of opposition and 
persecution. 


“When they heard these things, they 
were cut to the heart” (Acts 7:54).— 
What things? A review of God’s deal- 
ings with them from the call of Abra- 
ham to their rejection of Christ and 
resistance of the Holy Spirit. God had 
dealt with them as with no other nation 
on the face of the earth. Along with 
the call of Abraham was a series of 
unconditional promises. Along with 
Moses came unprecedented command- 
ments, statutes, and judgments, as well 
as a marvelous Tabernacle and a sys- 
tem of sacrifices; along with the Prophets 
ceme a host of glowing prophecies; and 
aleng with Christ came forgiveness, sal- 
vation, eternal life, and divine glory; 
and along with the Holy Spirit came the 
Church. But they refused everything 
and were now determined to martyr this 
beaming messenger. 

They stoned him to death after he 
looked “stedfastly into heaven, and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on 
the right hand of God.” 

Stephen, like his Lord, prayed for 
them, saying with a loud voice, “Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge.” 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Stephen stands abreast, 

if not foremost, among the greatest 
heroes the world has known. He is 
second only to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose dying words he imitated in a 
marvelous way. No mere man is or can 
be perfect in this world, but the record 
of Stephen in the Book of Acts reveals 
not one single flaw. Fearless as a lion, 
he faced an enraged mob and told them 
plainly they were betrayers and mur- 
derers (betrayers and murderers of 
Jesus). Then, as they cruelly pelted 
him with stones, even to death, “he 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. And when he had said this, 
he fell asleep” (Acts 7:60). 

Stephen’s Christlikeness was climaxed 
in his dying words—his last utterance. 
We attach special importance to the 
last words of one who is dying and 
knows it, particularly as to their con- 
victions — their belief. Famous infidels, 
men of great intelligence, magnetic per- 
sonalities, and attractive speech, have 
swayed multitudes with theig false 
teachings and unbelief; but when they 
came to the end and knew they were 
facing eternity, their panic-stricken 
groans were tragically pathetic. 

The last words of some of these have 
been preserved. Voltaire, the famous 
infidel who spent most of his life fight- 
ing Christianity, cried out with his dy- 
ing breath, “I am abandoned by God 
and man; I shall go to hell!” Mirabeau, 
noted French statesman: “Give me 
more laudanum, that I may not think 
of eternity! O Christ, O Jesus Christ!” 
Charles IX, King of France: “What 
blood, what murders, what evil councils 
I have followed. I am lost! I see it 
well!” Mazarin, French cardinal and 
statesman: “O my poor soul! what will 
become of thee? whither wilt thou go?” 
Hobbes, the atheist: “I am taking a 
fearful leap in the dark!” Sir Thomas 
Scott, Chancellor of England: “Until 
this moment, I thought there was neither 
God nor hell; now I know and feel that 
there are both, and I am doomed to per- 
dition by the just judgment of the Al- 
mighty!” Edward Gibbon, author of 
“History of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire”: “All is dark and 
doubtful!” Sir Francis Newport: “Oh, 
that I was to lie a thousand years upon 
the fire that never is quenched, to pur- 
chase the favor of God, and be united 
to Him again! But it is a fruitless wish. 
Millions of millions of years would bring 
me no nearer to the end of my torments 
than one poor hour. Oh, eternity, eter- 
nity! forever and forever! Oh, the in- 
sufferable pangs of hell!” Tom Paine, 
one of the most famous of infidels, wrote 
a book, “The Age of Reason,” trying 
to disprove the claims of Jesus Christ 
—a book which perhaps has influenced 
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more people against Christianity than 
any other ever published. In his death 
agony, Paine cried out: “I would give 
worlds (if I had them) if ‘The Age of 
Reason’ had never been published. O 
Lord, help me! Christ, help me! Oh, 
stay with me, it is hell to be left alone !” 
My mother had a friend who lived in 
the village where Tom Paine died. She 
told my mother that Paine’s dying 
screams could be heard several blocks 
away, in her own home. Such is the 
end of an unbeliever. What an end! 
These men were not morons, nor idiots, 
as society would look upon them. They 
were cultured men of letters, statesmen, 
philosophers, national leaders of their 
own times, some high officials. Talley- 
rand was Napoleon’s grand chamberlain; 
his last words were, “I am suffering the 
pangs of the damned!” Riches, culture, 
political power do not make up for the 
all-important spiritual enlightenment. 
On the other hand, we have in sharp 
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contrast the last words of believers, the 
faithful servants of Jesus Christ. Abbott: 
“Glory to God! I see Heaven sweetly 
opened before me!” Dwight L. Moody: 
“This is glorious! Earth receding, 
Heaven opening, God calling me!” John 
Antler: “The chariot. has come, and I 
am ready to step in.” John Wesley: 
“Best of all, God is with us!” John 
Knox: “Live in Christ and the flesh 
need not fear death.” John A. Lyth: 
“Can this be death? Why, it is better 
than living! Tell them I die happy in 
Jesus!” Martin Luther: “Our God is 
the God from whom cometh salvation. 
God is the Lord by whom we escape 
death! Into Thy hands I commit my 
spirit; God of truth. Thou hast re- 
deemed me!” Margaret Prior: “Eter- 
nity rolls before me like a sea of glory !” 
Martha McCrackin: “How bright the 
room! How full of angels!” Mary 
Frances: “Oh. that T could tell you 
what jov I possess! The Lord doth 
shine with such power upon my soul. 
He is come! He is come!” Philip 
Heck: “How beautiful! The opening 
Heavens around me shine!” Sir David 
Brewster, inventor of the kaleidoscope: 
“T will see Jesus: I shall see Him as 
He is. I have had the licht for many 
years. Oh, how bright it is! I feel so 
safe and satisfied!” Beethoven (who 
was deaf): “I shall hear in Heaven!” 
Sir Henry Havelock (hero of Lucknow): 
“See. mv son, how a saved person can 
die'” John Noise, kissing the stake, 
said: “Blessed be the time that ever 
I was born for this day.” To his fellow 
martyrs, he said: “We shall not lose our 
lives in this fire, but change them for 
a better!” Polycarp: “He that gave 
me strength to come to the fire will 
give me patience to endure the flame 
without your tying me!” John Huss: 
“In these flames I offer to thee, O Christ. 
this soul of mine!” Matthew Henrv: 
“This is my dying saving: A life spent 
in the service of God and communion 
with Him is the most comfortable life 
one can live in this world!” Caroline 
Fry (missionary): “This is my bridal 
day, the beginning of mv life. Oh, if 
this is dying, what a mercy !” 

Fellows, what would you like your 
last word to be? 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AND out the eight strips made for 
the flannelgraph prepared before- 
hand, as suggested in footnote on last 
Sunday’s lesson, and see how quickly 
the girls can place them on the board 
like this: 
Acts 1— The Ascent of Christ 
Acts 2—The Descent of the Holy 
Spirit 
Acts 3— Healing of the Lame Man 
Acts 4— Persecution 
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If any girl puts her strip in the wrong 
place, help her to see the connection be- 
tween these four things. 

First thing this morning, let us have 
your reports. They will connect last 
Sunday’s lesson with our lesson for to- 
day. (After hearing the reports, let 
the girls name chapter 5. If they are 
slow to do this, suggest two or three 
names that they may choose from, as: 
“The First Sin in the Church,” “The 
Death of Ananias and Sapphira,” or “The 
Second Persecution.”) 

Acts 6 tells us about the first disagree- 
ment in the church. The church sup- 
ported Christian widows. The Greek 
Jews believed that the widows born in 
Jerusalem were given preference over 
Grecian widows. When the twelve apos- 
tles heard this complaint they called 
the church together and told them to 
appoint seven deacons to see that the 
relief was administered fairly. These 
men were to be of honest report and 
full of the Holy Spirit. The whole 
church was pleased with this arrange- 
ment and chose seven such men. As I 
read the names of the men chosen, they 
seem to be all, or nearly all, Greek. 
What does that tell you about the Chris- 
tian Jews who had been born in Jeru- 
salem? They might have hotly denied 
the charge, that their widows received 
preference, and this could have caused 
a split in the church. But instead of 
doing that, they seem to have said, “Per- 
haps we better choose Grecian Jews to 
administer the relief so that nothing of 
the sort can happen again.” Let us 
follow the example of the early Chris- 
tians whenever any disagreement arises. 

The first of the seven men chosen to 
administer relief was Stephen. So we 
know to begin with that he was of 
“honest report” and “full of the Holy 
Ghost.” We are going to learn more 
about him during the rest of our lesson 
this morning. Let us read together Acts 
6:8-12. What else have we learned about 
Stephen? (He was “full of faith and 
power.” He did signs and wonders 
among the people.) Why, then, did the 
religious leaders of the Jews hate him? 
Simply because he was right and they 
were wrong. When they disagreed with 
his preaching he always had an answer 
that confounded them. 

Now read Acts 6:13, 14. Stephen’s 
enemies got false witnesses to lie about 
him because that was the only way they 
could get him into trouble. His life 
was above reproach. How would you 
expect Stephen to feel after being ar- 
rested for no cause at all and being 
forced to listen to lies told against him? 
(Very angry.) Read verse 15 and see 
his reaction. Isn’t that wonderful! His 
face shone with the glory of God. He 
was so filled with the Holy Spirit that 
he had nothing but compassion for his 
persecutors. 

When the high priest asked him, “Are 
these things so?” Stephen did not waste 
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a minute denying the charges* against 
him. He just took the opportunity to 
prove from the Old Testament (which 
they claimed to believe) that Christ was 
the Messiah. Read Stephen’s sermon 
after you get home, and see how well 
he knew his Bible. Remember he had 
been chosen to administer relief hon- 
estly, not to be the preacher. He might 
have thought that he need not spend 
much time studying the Bible to fill 
that position. But Stephen did spend 
time on Bible study as you will see for 
yourself when you read his sermon. He 
gave one of the finest addresses re- 
corded in the Bible, and it was based 
entirely on the Scriptures. 

We find the end of the story in Acts 
7:54-57. Again the Jews were con- 
founded. They could not prove Stephen 
wrong, so this time they stopped their 
ears and determined to kill him. Read 
the rest of the chapter. Stephen’s last 
act was to kneel down and pray for 
his persecutors. He had the spirit of 
his Master. When the Lord Jesus was 
put on the cross, He said of His mur- 
derers, “Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do.” Stephen’s last 
words were, “Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge.” And so the first Chris- 
tian martyr passed into the presence 
of the Lord, who was standing ready to 
welcome him Home. 

Who can say our Golden Text for to- 
day? Won’t you be happy to see 
Stephen come forward to receive the 
crown of life? I think that next to see- 
ing the Lord Jesus crowned, our great- 
est joy will be to see the martyrs re- 
ceive their crowns. But is the crown 
of life only for those who die for Christ? 
It is for those who are “faithful unto 
death.” Dying for Christ is a sharper, 
shorter way Home, but I believe that 
those who die a natural death may also 
receive the crown of life if they live 
day by day just as the Lord would have 
them live until they, too, are taken 
Home. But is there one of us who is 
thus faithful? Let us pray that we may 
be, through the enabling of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Equipment for next time: More strips 
for the flannel board — “Acts 5,” “Acts 
6,” and “Acts 7,” and titles such as 
“First Sin in the Church,” “First Dis- 
agreement in the Church,” and “First 
Christian Martyr.” 

Assignments: Patricia, please be ready 
to tell us about the Gospel in Samaria 
(Acts 8:1-26). Phyllis, please be ready 
to tell us about the conversion of Saul 
of Tarsus (Acts 9:1-31). Carolyn, please 
be ready to tell us something about 
Cornelius (Acts 10:1-8). Mabel, please 
be ready to tell us about Peter’s vision 
(Acts 10:9-16). 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The very essence of the Gospel of grace 
is divine tenderness.—Choice Gleanings. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Story of a Brave Man (Acts 6:8, 10, 15) 


F STONES are procurable at this time 

of year,*use them for a lesson starter. 
Did you ever throw stones? What fun 
to throw them into a puddle or lake to 
see the splash! What about breaking 
windows with rocks or snowballs? I 
know a boy who lost one eye and was 
slowly losing the sight of the other be- 
cause his best friend had thrown a stone 
at him—of course, not meaning to hit 
his eye. In a near-by city strike- 
breakers’ homes were damaged by rocks 
thrown through windows, one stone nar- 
rowly missing a baby’s crib. In the 
Bible we have a story of grownups 
throwing stones—on purpose—at a 
good man. 

The story begins with Stephen. His 
hands had always done such good 
things: they helped carry the food and 
money from rich Christians to their 
poorer brothers, they touched the sick 
and made them well, they often turned 
the pages—or rather, unrolled the 
scrolls —of the Bible, so he knew well 
the words of God. How he could preach 
and explain the Bible, showing what it 
told about the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Then the leaders of the people were 
turned against Stephen because of lies, 
which wicked men who did not love the 
Lord Jesus told about Stephen. They 
said he talked against Moses and God. 
They said he did not believe the Bible. 
So Stephen was brought before the 
judges. The high priest asked him, “Are 
these things so?” 

Stephen’s face was shining like an 
angel’s. Did he believe the Bible? Of 
course he did. He told about Abraham, 
who saw the God of Glory and obeyed 
Him in coming to a new land. He told 
of Joseph, whom his brothers sold for 
a slave, but God made him governor 
of Egypt, even saving his brothers’ lives. 
He told of Moses, who tried to help his 
slave brothers against their unfair Egyp- 
tian masters, but they would not have 
his help. God, later, in the burning 
bush, sent him back to save them, the 
same Moses they would not have. This 
same Moses told of a great person to 
come whom everyone must listen to and 
obey. Other prophets told of Him, too, 
but the Jews killed them. And now you 
—said Stephen—have killed the One 
whom Moses and the prophets told about, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The judges were furious, “cut to the 
heart,” the Bible says. Stephen, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, just stood there 
looking up (imitate). He was not look- 
ing at the ceiling. He saw beyond that, 
beyond the blue sky, into Heaven itself. 
Listen. “Say! I see Heaven open, and 
Jesus standing right beside God!” At 
that they shouted him down, put their 
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fingers in their ears so they would not 
hear, then dragged him out of the city. 


There they threw stones and rocks 
at him, pulling off their long outside 
coats and laying them in a pile for Saul, 
a young man, to take care of. Of course, 
a crowd gathered, some probably cheer- 
ing on the stoners, “Go to it; hit him 
harder !’— but others having tears on 
their cheeks and a prayer in their hearts 
that God would help poor Stephen. Per- 
haps we would think God was not help- 
ing Stephen that day. But listen to 
Stephen. “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
Then kneeling, he prayed again, not for 
himself this time. “Lord, don’t blame 
them for this.” Then he died, “fell 
asleep,” the Bible says. Yes, that was 
it; he fell asleep down here, and woke 
up in—Heaven! Indeed the Lord did 
take care of Stephen, the real Stephen. 
And good men took care of the poor, 
stone-bruised body, and buried it with 
many tears. ” 


Be careful what your hands do with 
stones and snowballs! Better use them 
to repeat this verse, a word to a finger: 
“The Lord is my helper, and I will not 
fear” (Heb. 13:6, Memory Verse). 

Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


F YOU have a picture of Stephen, use 

it. If not, you can use one of the 
Jews gathered around the disciples in 
anger. Work it out somehow to tell the 
story of the persecution which led up 
to the death of Stephen. The disciples 
in prison would do. 


While the members of the first church 
were having great blessing from the 
Lord and thousands were being brought 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the people were coming in crowds to 
hear the Gospel, the Jews were becoming 
very angry. The disciples, who were now 
called apostles, were doing great miracles 
of healing, and people were coming from 
the towns near by, bringing their sick, 
and they were being healed, every one 
of them. 


Then the Jews laid hands on the apos- 
tles and put them in prison. But the 
angel of the Lord by night opened the 
prison doors and told them to go to the 
Temple and preach all the words of life. 
So they entered the Temple early in the 
morning and taught. But the priests 
were looking for them in the prison, 
and when they found the prison locked, 
but no prisoners, they went*to the Tem- 
ple and threatened the apostles, and beat 
them and let them go, telling them they 
must not preach in the name of Jesus. 
But God had told them to preach in 
Jesus’ name, so they said, “We ought to 
obey God rather than men.” 


Then we first hear of Stephen, as a 
man “full of faith and of the Holy 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Ghost.” He was one of the men chosen 
to see that food was given out fairly to 
all. You will remember we heard about 
that last week. Stephen did great won- 
ders and miracles among the people, and 
the Jews thought they must stop him 
from preaching, so they first began argu- 
ing with him, then they caught him and 
brought him before the council, and they 
brought false witnesses against him just 
as they did against the Lord Jesus, say- 
ing he had blasphemed against Moses 
and against God. Those who sat in the 
council were astonished at Stephen, for 
his face was so lighted with glory that 
it was like the face of an angel. He 
preached a most marvelous sermon. You 
can read it in Acts 7. But they were 
so angry that the Bible says they 
“gnashed on him with their teeth,” as 
an animal might have done. But Stephen 
looked up into Heaven and saw the 
glory of God and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God. When he told them 
what he saw, they cried out with a loud 
voice and ran upon him and dragged him 
out of the city and stoned him to death. 

But Stephen’s spirit went to be with 
the Lord he loved so much. His last 
words were much like words Jesus spoke 
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when He was on the cross, “Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge.” 

Stephen was the first person to give his 
life for preaching the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, but there have been hun- 
dreds and thousands of Christians since 
who have loved Christ so well they were 
glad to die for His sake. I want to tell you 
about some little children in Ethiopia, 
children. who were heathen but a few 
years before. When the Italian Army 
came into their country to make them 
really slaves, one of the first things they 
tried to do was to-stop these people 
from being Christians. They killed some 
of them, and cruelly treated others, and 
even little boys and girls would rather 
die er be tortured than deny the Lord 
Jesus, and some suffered for Him. 


Some little children in China love the 
Lord so well they would die rather than 
deny Him. Many dear little missionary 
children all around the world would be 
faithful to Christ no matter what came. 
I wonder about the children of America, 
When children do not love the Lord well 


enough to be faithful in coming to Sun- - 


day school, when they would rather 
spend their money for bubble gum than 
to give it to the Lord, when they will 
not study their memory verses, I wonder 
if they love the Lord Jesus at all. When 
one loves another, he wants to do some- 
thing for the one he loves. If you love 
the Lord, you will want to show it in 
some way. How can you help loving 
the Saviour who loves you so much He 
died for you? If you have been one of 
the children who has not shown your 
love, will you think about this? 
sing, “Jesus loves me, this I know,” but 
can we truthfully sing, “Oh, how I love 
Jesus”? 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 7) 


1. He was one of those appointed to 
the “deaconate of tables” (Acts 6:2, 5). 

2. The holder of the office must be 
(a) from “among you,” of the company 
of believers; (b) “of honest report,” held 
in .esteem within and without the 
church; (c) “full of the Holy Ghost,” 
having an enduement for service; (d) 
“full of . .. wisdom” (Acts 6:3). 

3. (a) Appointment to the deaconate 
of temporal affairs does not bar one from 
other ministries; (b) the experience in 
the lesser office fitted him for the far- 
ther ministry. 

4. “Convince a man against his will, 
he holds the same opinion still.” 

5. They were looked on with sus- 
picion by the Palestinian Jews for their 
“liberalism,” and welcomed any occa- 
sion to show their zeal for Moses, 

6. False witnesses kad to be secured 
to incriminate both (Acts 6:11, 13; Matt. 
26: 59). 

7. He threw aside the role of defend- 
ant and became accuser of his judges 
(Acts 7:51-53). 

8. He was so taken up with the uplook 
(vs. 55, 56) that he had little regard for 
the outlook. 


9. (a) In trustful committal of his 
spirit (Acts 7:59; Luke 23:46); (b) in 
prayer for his persecutors (Acts 7:60; 
Luke 23:34). 


10. It gave it new impetus (Acts 8:1, 
4). 
WHEATON, ILL, 
v2 
’ 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 22 


3. I Believe in the Holy Spirit 
(John 14:16, 17, 26; Acts 1:7, 8; 2:1-4) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

S IN the case of two topics that have 

preceded this week’s, we cannot 

hope to exhaust in one short meeting 
the topic assigned for our consideration 
this week. But we can learn consider- 
ably more about the third person of the 
Trinity, for many Christians have only 
a very hazy idea of who He is, and 
what He can and wants to do in their 
lives. 


Ope 
we 


In the first place, it is important for 
us to realize that the Holy Spirit is not 
merely an influence or an impulse, He 
is a person. This is shown clearly in 
God’s Word by statememts made there 
as to what the Holy Spirit does and also 
by what we can do to Him. 


He had a part in the creation of the - 
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world (Gen, 1:2); He creates life (Job 
33:4); He speaks (Acts 1:16; 1 Pet, 1:11, 
12; 2 Pet. 1:21); He testifies of and glori- 
fies Christ (John 15:26; 16:14); He 
strives with sinners (Gen. 6:3); He re- 
proves (John 16:8); He teaches (John 
14:26; 1 Cor. 12:3); He comforts (Acts 
9:31); He helps in prayer (Rom. 8:26); 
He guides (John 16:13); He sanctifies 
(Rom. 15:16; 1 Cor. 6:11); He works 
according to His will (1 Cor. 12:11). 

We learn also that men can tempt the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 5:9); they can lie 
to Him (Acts 5:3); they can vex Him 
(Isa. 63:10); they can grieve Him (Eph. 
4:30); they can resist Him (Acts 7:51); 
they can quench Him (1 Thess. 5:19). 

Just as the other two persons of the 
Trinity are God, so the Holy Spirit is 
God, and has, therefore, divine attri- 
butes such as omniscience, omnipotence, 
and omnipresence. 

ye 

Christians sometimes speak of the gift 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 
2:1-4) as though this were the first time 
that the Holy Spirit made Himself 
known to man. It is true that at Pente- 
cost the Holy Spirit came into the hearts 
of all believers in a way that He had 
never done before. This was in fulfill- 
ment of the promise made by the Lord 
Jesus that He would pray the Father, 
and that the Father would send another 
“comforter,” or “one called alongside to 
help,” to abide in the hearts of believers 
forever (John 14:16, 17; 16:7). How- 
ever, from the beginning the Holy Spirit 
had come upon men and directed them 
and used them for special tasks, and, in 
some cases, He left them because they 
were stubborn or disobedient. Just a 
few of the many persons mentioned in 
the Old Testament as having received 
the Holy Spirit are Joseph (Gen.: 41: 
38-40): Moses (Num. 11:16, 17); Beza- 
leel (Exod. 35:30, 31); Joshua (Num, 27: 
18-21); Gideon (Judges 6:34); Saul (1 
Sam. 10:6); David (1 Sam. 16:13); and 
many others. 

Just a few of the many phases of the 
work of the Holy Spirit since Pentecost 
are seen in the fact that He convicts of 
sin (John 16:7-11); He regenerates (John 
3:3, 5; Titus 3:5, 6); He seals (Eph. 1: 
13, 14, R.V.; 4:30); He reveals God (John 
15:26; 16:13, 14; 1 Cor. 2:9-12; 1 John 
2:20); He ministers spiritual gifts (Heb. 
2:4; 1 Cor. 12:9-12); He gives power (1 
Cor. 12:3; Rom. 8:26, 27; Gal. 5:16, 17; 
Luke 24:49); He develops life (Jude 19, 
20;.2 Cor. 3:18, R.V.); He pledges future 
redemption (2 Cor. 1:21, 22; 5:4, 5); and 
at last He gives to the believers their 
resurrection bodies (Rom. 8:11). 

Me 

The Scripture plainly teaches that, in 
this dispensation, there is but one gift 
of the Holy Spirit and that comes when 
an. individual accepts and receives the 
Lord Jesus Christ as His Saviour. It is 
God's purpose that every believer should 
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be filled to capacity with the Holy 
Spirit. But sometimes through igno- 
rance, or willfulness, or disobedience, 
we prevent the Holy Spirit from having 
full sway in our lives, much as we might 
ask a friend to come into our home, and 
deny to him use of every part of the 
home but one room. Such a condition 
may develop even in the lives of those 
who once have been yielded and filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Thus it will be 
seen that although there is but one gift 
of the Spirit, there may be many fill- 
ings. We are restored to fellowship and 
again enjoy the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit when we recognize and confess 
our willfulness and stubbornness, and 
yield ourselves afresh to this One 
whom God has given to us to make real 
the Lord Jesus in our hearts. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Children at Home 


lll. Fu Ming Finds the Way 
By H. Barbara Tharp 


SUDDEN fear gripped Fu Ming as 

he stood outside the closed door. 
“Perhaps what the people said was right, 
and the gods do have something against 
us,” he thought, and a shudder ran 
through his weary little body, and tears 
welled into his eyes as he turned and 
stumbled blindly back toward the mar- 
ket place. 

He was hardly aware that he had left 
Dragontooth Alley and was back on the 
busy street. Too tired and miserable 
to walk another step, he sank down 
beneath a shop window, his head resting 
on his knees. “If only I could do some- 
thing to help!” he groaned. 

“Ch’ou shen ma—why do you look 
so sad, Son?” Fu Ming felt a hand on 
his head. Looking up he saw a kind- 
faced Chinese gentleman. 

“Oh, honorable sir,” he answered, “I 
am all right, just a bit weary, that is 
all,” and rising he turned to walk away. 
He longed to be able to tell his troubles 
to someone, but what was the use... . 

The gentleman laid a detaining hand 
on Fu Ming’s shoulder. “My name is 
Ch’eng, and I come from the ‘Happy 
News Hall’ next door,” he said. “Will 
you not come in and rest? There is a 
meeting in session, but you can sit at 
the back. I have a pot of hot tea there, 
too. Do come.” 

Fu Ming could not resist the thought 
of refreshing tea, and a place to rest, 
so, thanking Mr. Ch’eng, he followed 
him into the hall. There he saw rows 
of benches and a number of men, boys, 
and girls singing. The music sounded 
strange, and very unlike ordinary Chi- 
nese music. The sound came from a 
queer box that had a row of black and 
white teeth which a man was pressing 
with his fingers! 

Mr. Ch’eng pointed to a bench close 
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to the wall, and brought a cup of steam- 
ing tea to Fu Ming, setting the pot on the 
bench by his side. He noticed several 
farmers were also drinking tea. He 
guessed that this must be a room that 
some wealthy citizen provided for the 
public, in order to gain merit, so the 
gods would take a good report of him 
to Heaven. 

“Just stay and rest as long as you 
wish,” whispered Mr. Ch’eng. “I have 
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to go to the front now, and speak as 
soon as the singing is over.” 

Fu Ming nodded gratefully and sipped 
the clear, amber tea. But suddenly his 
eyes filled with terror. Putting the cup 
down, he sat staring wide-eyed. There, 
by the sound box stood a “foreign devil” 
waving his arms and singing! Fu Ming 
wanted to run, but fear held him there, 
as weird, terrible stories came to his 
mind. He had heard the old village 
women telling how the “foreign devils” 
used the eyes of Chinese babies for 
medicine. That they spirited little boys 
away, and buried young girls beneath 
their wooden floor boards — oh, he must 
get out of this place! He _ started 
toward the door, but stopped as he saw 
Mr. Ch’eng had mounted the small plat- 
form and was speaking. The “foreign 
devil” was quietly sitting on a bench 
now at the side, and strange to say, 
there were little boys and girls all sit- 
ting close to him, quite happy and un- 
afraid. 

“Surely he can’t be going to harm 
them,” thought Fu Ming, “or they would 
not dare sit so close.” Fu Ming slid 
back to his seat and picked up the tea- 
cup, but his eyes never left the Ameri- 
can. What queer blue eyes he had, and 
brown hair, and that big nose! Why, 
his skin was as light as their window 
paper at home! 

As if aware of the boy’s close scru- 
tiny the missionary turned and smiled 
kindly, and to Fu Ming’s utter surprise 
he found himself smiling in return. To 
hide his embarrassment he turned and 
poured out another cup of tea, but con- 
tinued to watch the “foreign devil” from 
behind his teacup. 

After a while his eyes strayed to Mr. 
Ch’eng and he tried to make out what 
he was saying. It was something about 
“believing, sinning, unhappiness, and 
joy.” Fu Ming couldn’t understand it, 
so he turned back to look at the white 
man. Then he caught the words, “only 
true God.” Why, that was what he had 
often wondered, “Could there really be 
a true God?” 

(To be continued) 
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God May Call Your Child 
(Continued from page 5) 


but that there should be specialized 
training in at least one field, and an 
honest endeavor to assimilate as much 
knowledge as possible in other fields. A 
missionary carnot be too well trained. 
Christian parents have the privilege of 
focusing the child’s interest on these 
lines of training, talking over with them 
the possibilities and purpose in view. 
The impetus of purposefulness enters 
into the child’s education as he experi- 
ences the joy of doing all things “as 
unto the Lord.” 

God has raised up Christian colleges 
and universities where our young people 
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may be trained. There are those who 
contend that it is better to send our 
young people to godless institutions to 
receive their training, that there they 
face the normal ratio of believers and 
unbelievers in the world and that the 
experience strengthens them. Theoret- 
ically, it may seem wise. In practice, 
it has often proved foolish, Many a 
young person with the finest Christian 
background has come out from worldly 
college, university, or hospital training 
with marred faith and wrecked plans. 
Two young people come to mind. They 
battled against the evil that surrounded 
them for a time. Their vision was blur- 
red. And now they have fallen. The 
tragedy is often repeated. It so happens 
that, as I write, we are attending the 
S.E. Intervarsity Conference of the For- 
eign Missions Fellowship in Toccoa, Ga, 
A finer group of students I have never 
seen, young people from Christian col- 
leges and universities who are definitely 
preparing for the mission field. And I 
thank God repeatedly that they are be- 
ing trained in Christian institutions. We 
urge young people to look to Christian 
training ground whenever it is possible. 
Christian hospitals, though few in num- 
ber, are most important. The distinction 
in the choice of a school is not to be de- 
termined by the catalogue alone. There 
are schools, once founded on the faith 
and still bearing a denominational label, 
where there is not a breath of Christian- 
ity left. Shop carefully. Inquire from 
reliable sources, note the graduates, and 
visit the colleges. 

There is a mighty challenge to Chris- 
tian parents today! Our first need is 
to be completely yielded to God’s will 
for our children, then to encourage mis- 
sionary interest in their early years, and 
finally to train them with possible mis- 
sionary life in view should the Lord call 
them. The missionary zeal of tomorrow 
is measured largely by what we do to- 
day. 

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO. 
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Notes on the Passover Lamb 
(Continued from second page) 


Jewish classmate’s interpretation was 
‘sacred to the Egyptians.’ The services 
appointed for the Passover, the materials 
of the meal itself, with the accompany- 
ing circumstances, give us a clear ac- 
count of everything the Jew of Moses’ 
time was expected to understand about 
the Passover. The lamb was undoubt- 
edly a sacrifice, even though the altar 
was missing. There was rio oblation of 
fat, nor was there any priestly inter- 
ference. Yet it was an offering, not.a 
korban (from korav, to draw nigh), with 
a gift, but a tzebach (Exod. 12:27), sac- 
rifice, partaking of the nature both of 
the sin offering—since the sprinkling 
of the blood on the door posts and lintel 
protected the Israelites—and of the peace 









DOES Your sunpay scHooL Have “TERMITIS”? 


Sure, your Sunday School may look all 
right at first glance—good attendance, 
maybe . . . lots of activity . . . But what’s 
really going on—what are they teaching 
your children in Sunday School? 


Better check up and find out . . . the deadly “termitis” of unbelief may be 
gnawing Sere the very foundation of their faith — the Bible. Like the 
little white insects that can destroy the physical foundation of your 
Sunday School, these spiritual invaders are hard to detect. But, if you 
look carefully, you may find them — right in your Sunday School liter- 
ature. A sly innuendo here . . . a subtle insinuation there — a persistent 
implication that the Bible is not completely trustworth. Check and see 
for yourself. 
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3 Tracts for Workers 


Christianity — and YOU 
70c per 100 
A strong, clear presentation of 
the need for and the way of 
salvation. 


Good News — for Youl 
50c per 100 
Well chosen Scripture logically 
arranged to show God's provi- 
sion and plan of salvation. 
Where Do They Come From? 
Where Are They Going? 


By Addison Raws 50c per 100 
A powerful tract on alcoholism 


Samples free on request. Send 
cash with quantity orders to: 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
21 W. 46th St., Dept. S N.Y. 19, N.Y. 
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offering, as suggested by the fact that 
it was really a sacrificial meal. Thus, 
two ideas, reconciliation and atonement, 
ran side by side with that of communion 
and-fellowship with God. So much for 
the background of the order of the 
Passover. 

“2. If there are ‘new’ ideas and mean- 
ings as to the purpose and reason for 
the Passover Feast and its order as 
found in the Old Testament, these ‘new’ 
ideas are speculations and desires to 
remove God’s reasons and lessons of the 
real meaning of the Passover. 

“3. Among the multitude of gods wor- 
shiped by the Egyptians there was also 
the goat, An acquaintance of the be- 
havior of the goat and the lamb will 
reveal some interesting differences. 
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Theodor Herzl Gaster, Professor of Com- 
parative Religion, Dropsie College, Phil- 
adelphia, in his book on the Passover, 
page 49, says: “The reason why a lamb 
was chosen as the sacrificial beast was 
that the Egyptians worshiped the ram, 
and the Children of Israel had to show 
publicly that they disavowed such idol- 
atry before God would release them 
from bondage.’ That statement is made 
under the heading of ‘Passover Legends 
among the Jews.’ That is what it is. 
The writer of the story in the Methodist 
Sunday school paper, I am inclined to 
think, did not get that interpretation 
from a young girl who was.a visitor 
to a Jewish Passover Feast, but rather 
from this ungodly book by the profes- 
sor.” 
we 


Scriptural Programs for the 
World Day of Prayer 


HE World Day of Prayer will be 

observed throughout the world on 
February 24, 1950. For the eighth con- 
secutive year the American Council of 
Christian Churches has prepared a Scrip- 
tural program. 

The theme of the program is “Let us 
search and try our ways, and turn again 
to the Lord” (Lam. 3:46). Programs are 
provided without financial obligation to 
all who request them. It is well to write 
at once for sample copies in order to 
plan adequately for the Day of Prayer. 
Orders for supplies should be received 
not later than January 15. The programs 
may be had on request from the Ameri- 
can Council of Christian Churches, 15 
Park Row, New York 7. 


ys 
What the Times Means 


to One Teacher 


WISH I could tell you just what Tue 

Sunpay ScHoot Times means to me 

today! No doubt you have heard 
many people make that same statement, 
and with’as much sincerity as I make it; 
but you cannot know to what extent 
God is using it in my life, and the lives 
of others, at the present time. 


When I received my first copy of the 
Times I was new in the Lord’s work — 
but I loved Him so, and how precious to 
me now are the memories of those days 
of initiation into the “born again” fam- 
ily! Those were busy days, and I never 
seemed to find time to read thoroughly 
the little paper which A—— so lovingly 
offered me each week. However, I kept 
them, every single one. I have quite 
a stack of them. 

About four months ago, God chose to 
take me out of New York, and for quite 
a time I was very ill, but it was my hope 
that I could return as soon as I was 
strong again. His will for me, however, 
was entirely different, and I had a rather 
bad testing time until I recognized the 
fact that I must get tothe end of myself, 
and my own plans, before I could be 
of any service to Him. I am ill, and 
shall never be able to work again, at 
least not as I did in New, York; but 
what a wonderful time I am having 
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working for Him. He is allowing me 
to work here where there is such a need 
for Christian workers. I have been here 
since the beginning of summer, and still 
I have found not one born-again Chris- 
tian with whom I can enjoy fellowship 
in the things of the Lord. I have been 
forced to depend on Jesus completely 
and absolutely, and I have learned to 
talk with Him and He is teaching me. 
Not only that, but He has given me time 
at last to feed on spiritual things, to 
read His blessed Word, to read my SuN- 
pay ScHoo. Times, to read other things 
that will help me with the letter min- 
istry which seems to be opening up, by 
His direction, to me. 

A word about the part the Times plays 
in His plan for me now. I have many 
unsaved friends, and I now have a Sun- 
day school class of girls, eleven of them, 
ages 11 to 14. None of them had heard 
of John 3:16. They are from Unitarian, 
Congregational, Baptist, Catholic, and 
atheistic families. (This is in a feder- 
ated church, the only one in this little 
village.) The Trmes is precious, because 
I have not been trained as a teacher; I 
am not a college girl, I am simply one 
of the weakest of His own, and I love 
Him. I want to win souls for Him, and 
your paper seems to say the things of 
God, as my own heart seems to echo 
them. I clip out many, many things that 
seem to fit in where there is a problem 
or a burden, and mail them out with 
my letters. I leave copies in conspicuous 
places where unsaved folk who call on 
me are most apt to glance at them, and 
I mark special things with red pencil, 
things that have to do with salvation. 
This eatches the eye of anyone who picks 
it up, and I just pray that God will 
bless and a seed may be sown. He has 
promised that “my word shall not re- 
turn unto me void,” and I know this 
is so—A New England reader. 


we 


Mrs. Roosevelt's Apology for 
Her Attack on Dr. Maier 


N ITS issue of October 8, 1949, the 

Times published the substance of Dr. 
Walter Maier’s answer to unfounded 
criticisms that Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
had made of him. She has now made 
a retraction in her newspaper column, 
“My Day,” saying that she misread in- 
formation given to her. She had been 
“led to believe that Dr. Walter A. Maier 
was closely connected with Lawrence 
Reilly; Gerald Winrod, and others and 
that he supported the Nazis as the bul- 
wark against Communism until near the 
close of World War II.” Mrs. Roose- 
velt, in her apology, has written: “One 
of his friends who feels strongly that 
I have done him an injustice has asked 
me to state that I made this mistake, 
and I am more than glad to do so. ... 
Dr. Maier is a radio preacher on the 
Lutheran Hour. Any misunderstanding 
of his position might hurt his spiritual 
leadership.” 

Dr. Walter A. Maier is the well-known 
speaker on the International Lutheran 
Hour, which is broadcast in thirty-six 
languages over stations located in the 
United States, Canada, and forty-nine 
other territories and foreign countries. 
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FOLDING ORGANS 


Carry it anywhere! Play it anywhere! 
Compact, inexpensive. Special offer 
to churches, missionaries. Write 





ORGAN SHOP 
3117 Harrison N. 


Dept. S 
Canton 9, Ohio 
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The Mission Home Eben-Ezer 


igh 
altitude, with excellent spring water at 4 _—_ 
ant place to vacation and enjoy Christian fellow- 
ship. For er information write to: Mrs. H. 
Zimmermann, Mission Home Eben-Ezer, Schooley’s 
Mountain, New Jersey. 






























sands 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE fearon 


56 FIFTH AVENUE new YORK 


Thanks -= 


for the second 
half million Gospels 


With three PTL Evangelistic Teams preach- 
ing and distributing God’s Word daily to thou- 


John can go 
million are on the 
erous response to 
A good start on the ten million he asked for. 
A large supply of the complete New Testa- 
ment in Japanese is now urgently needed. The 
demand is tre "The 
10 cents each to print. Where will 10 cents, 
or ten dollars, go as far in winning souls? 


of Japanese, half a million of 
quickly. Now the second half 

thanks to your gen- 
al MacArthur’s appeal. 


y will cost about 






Pray. 
Write to Dept. +S 














3 1f 











THE UNION 





SUNDAY SCHOOL LE 








For Superintendent, 
Teacher, Worker & Home 


THE Sunday School World brings 
a sound, doctrinal lesson analysis to 
all adult Christians, together with the in- 
spiration and information of high grade 
feature articles and editorials. Dr. David 
J. Fant, author and lecturer on Sunday- 
School topics, and now General Secretary 
of the New York Bible Society, is the 
facile writer of the leading lesson exposi- 
tions. Out of a rich background of pas- 
toral and Sunday-School editorial and pub- 
lication work, he brings varied, able and 
comprehensive assistance to all Bible stu- 
dents. The style and content of each les- 
son are unique, and reflect the writer's 
wide range of Bible reading and study. 


Comes in handy pocket or hand-bag size, 
and the arrang is pleasing to the eye, easy to 





read and easy to use in teaching. Attractive covers, 
new with each issue, make it a welcome monthly 
visitor in any home. Write at once for your sample 
copy. Clip the Coupon. 
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1816 Chestnut Street 


Gentlemen: Please send me specimens and prices 
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Hymns of the Christian Life 


18th EDITION! 
A large dynamic hymnal. Emphasizes evangelism, 
missions and the deeper life. 
@ 504 songs © Complete indexes 
® Responsive readings ® Round notes 
cloth edition only 


$1.25 each postpaid 
$110.00 a 100, carriage extra. 


SONG BOOKS FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
Specially prepared for Bible Conferences, Mis- 
sionary Conventions, Evangelistic Campaigns, 
Youth for Christ Rallies. 


Palms of Victory 


Inspiring hymns, new os well as old. 138 songs. 
Two color cover. Reinforced manila binding. $22.50 
@ hundred. Single copy 25c. 


Che New Crusade Songs 


Over 100,000 copies sold. 107 favorite numbers. 
Reinforced manila binding. $17.50 per hundred. 
Single copy, 20c. 


PUBLICATIONS INC 


$T. HARRISBURG PA. 





CHRISTIAN 


1517 NORTH THIRD 








The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 


HEBREW CHRISTIANS AT END OF ROPE 


NEEDED FOOD RESTORES FAITH 


A distracted Hebrew Christian mother in Germany writes: 
“Your food and clothing parcels took three months to reach 
us due to the Berlin blockade. You cannot imagine what your 
gifts mean to us. My daughter is suffering from T.B., and my 
little boy is sickly because of undernourishment. My husband 
has worked little since he came back from the Concentration 
Camp. I was at the end of my rope, for in addition to our 
hunger we were without heat in the bitter winter. So when 
your parcels came we saw the hand of God in miracle. How 
pa we feel, for not only were our bodies fed and clothed, 

ut our wavering faith in our merciful Saviour was restored.” 

The matron.of a children’s home in Germany writes: + “Full 
of joy and gratitude we received two of your shipments. To 
One girl I gave a velvet dress, and you should have seen her 
joy. Her father and mother were killed, the grandmother, a 
sister, and one brother live in a work-kitchen, with only one 
bed, one table, and not enough chairs for all. In the evening 
the children‘lie on the earthen floor upon sacks. We look after 








Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph:B., B.D. 
60 children, and we need’especially money for food. Poverty and suffering among 
the families we visit is still very great. _Many fathers have returned from Russian 
prisons weak and tubercular. Please pray for us as we seek to comfort and help 
these poor people.” 
For these and others in poverty and distress, to whom we minister in so many 


areas in Europe and in Palestine, we qercieety ask your prayers and gifts. Please 
look with the compassion. of our Lord Jesus Christ upon.these His needy brethren, 
and help to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and promulgate the Gospel. Kindly 
send your gifts to us at'this time of great need and opportunity. 


A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request. 








Address gifts and communications to: 
THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
‘ Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


Dept. T 91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 


U.S.A, 


4919 N. . Ave. 
Clonce 25. Ihinets 


January 7, 1950 


Toadstools and Mushrooms 
(Continued from second page) 


resemblance. Many survey the field 
and arrive at the conclusion that there 
is no vital difference. Thus they are 
lured to eternal death. Some of the 
most attractive to the natural man are 
the most deadly to the spiritual. 

As fond of mushrooms as I am, I 
would not dare to roam the woods in 
search of those I eat. Any textbook on 
the subject would discourage me. I take 
them by faith from cans. Those I know 
are grown from edible varieties, and I 
have never heard of anyone being poi- 
soned by them. 

So the truth I live by is the Bible — 
just that and nothing more. I know 
it is safe, tried, and proved for centuries 
by the godliest men and women, boys 
and girls. The Bible is the light by 
which I examine all these other books 
for which so much is claimed by plaus- 
ible messiahs — wolves in sheep’s cloth- 
ing. If the book claims to be the light 
by which the Bible should be examined, 
I know it is a fake. 

There are hundreds of religions, cults, 
and isms abroad in our troubled world 
today, but there are really only two — 
the Blood and the bloodless; the true and 
the false. 

Among the numerous varieties of the 
fungus mushroom or toadstool, there is 
just this distinguishing feature that mat- 
ters: one will nourish you if you eat it, 
and the other will kill you. 


With the New Books 


Any of these’ books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





Treasury of Gospel Gems, VI. Com- 
piled and edited by Theodore W. Eng- 
strom. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $2.50.) This sixth vol- 
ume in the series bearing thé above 
title, of which Dr. Engstrom has pre- 
pared the last three, takes the Christian 
worker through the last part of the New 
Testament, touching peak verses from 
1 Timothy through Revelation. In the 
accompanying comments there are more 
than a hundred sermon outlines and 
enlargements, some of which cover two 
pages. These, lifted from the works of 
such preachers as Cope, Ellis, Spurgeon, 
Inglis, and Pierson, deal with the never 
outmoded subjects of salvation, grace, 
prayer, the Bible. The titles arrest the 
eye with their newness— “Gospel Jew- 
elry,” “Gilt-Edged Investments,” and 
“The Religion of Onesiphorus.” 

The volume’s second portion is de- 
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voted to forty-six pages of pointed ser- 
mon illustrations. Then comes a list of 
striking paragraphs, sayings, and out- 
lines, under the caption, “Sermon 
Starters.” These are followed by a num- 
ber of quotable religious poems, mostly 
old favorites like, “Himself,” “No Dis- 
tant Lord Have I,” and “The Gospel 
According to You.” The last portion of 
the book includes a few pages of “Seed 
Thoughts” of the sort that make good 
grist for the pastor’s mill. All divisions 
are indexed, the first part both by title 
and text. Dr. Engstrom, who is editor 
of the Christian Digest, plans to com- 
plete three similar volumes on the Old 
Testament. 


The Life of God in the Soul of Man. 
By Henry Scougal. (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia 7; $1.50.) Like David Brain- 
erd and Robert Murray McCheyne, 
Henry Scougal did not live to be thirty 
vears old. But this famous letter, writ- 
ten to a friend in 1678, has gone through 
innumerable editions and now occupies 
sixty-eight pages in this new (1948) edi- 
tion of ninety-five pages, with a histori- 
cal introduction by Winthrop S. Hud- 
son of the University of Chicago, Scougal 
was a professor in King’s College, Aber- 
deen, and minister of a small church in 
Auchterless, Scotland. He admired St. 
Augustine, profited by “The Imitation of 
Christ” and the sermons of Tauler, and 
Calvin, says Hudson, “had shaped the 
fundamental structure of his thought, 
although Scougal thought it a mistake 
to delve too deeply into ‘the decrees of 
God, being sensible how much Chris- 
tianity had suffered by men’s diving 
into things beyond their reach.” His 
letter is on a subject which should be 
absolutely vital to all Christians, and he 
wrote it at a time when controversy 
was rampant. He felt that the minister’s 
task was not “so much the managing of 
controversies and debates of religion, as 
the guiding of men’s souls to eternity, 
the rescuing of the vicious from their 


sins and vices ... and directing the 
serious to the true practice and exer- 
cise of religion.” Scougal deals with 


his great subject under three main head- 
ings: “Of the Nature of True Religion,” 
“The Excellency and Advantage of Re- 
ligion,” and “the Aids to True Religion.” 
His writing is profound and penetrating, 
interspersed with Scripture quotations 
(here set in italics) but without refer- 
ences. He distinguishes between the 
natural and the spiritual life, speaks of 
the Saviour and His work, but is not 
perfectly clear on the new birth and 
how it is obtained, though he states 
that we are reconciled to God through 
faith in Jesus Christ. He says, “The 
root of the divine life is faith; the chief 
branches are: love to God, charity to 
man, purity, and humility.” His defini- 
tion of purity is broader than the usual 
one, for he says that it is “such a temper 
and disposition of mind as makes a man 
despise and abstain from all pleasure 
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It Was ‘Happening on-- 


JANUARY 1, 1810 


Napoleon I was Emperor of France, George 
III reigned over England and James Madison 
was President of the United States. 


The contributions these men made to the 
history of the world were great, but how in- 
significant compared to the Word of God— 
man’s comfort and salvation through the ages. 


ON JANUARY 1, 1810 THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY had been in existence for 
only twenty-seven days. In the intervening years thousands of Bibles have been distributed 
in New York City to those who have great need of spiritual comfort. 

THE ANNUITY PLAN OF THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY enables you to have an 
integral part in this work. Be assured of a lifetime income and be assured your funds are 
working for God. A New York Bible Society annuity is a truly Christian Investment. 
Send for our free descriptive booklet today. 


Rev. D. J. FANT, General Secretary 
NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 3Ps*\s8hSt. Dept s7 
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T would be untrue to infer that an 

earnest young person may not now secure 
the culture of arts and sciences in the aver- 
age institution of higher learning. 
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The reason for the College that is 
Christian, however, consists in the fact that 
such culture is not in itself the final end of 
life. True character is still the key to trve 
success. Mere culture, no matter how com- 
plete, requires Christian character also, before 
it can act with full helpfulness upon its 
environment, 


Our distraught world today, as never 
before, needs the total community usefulness ‘ 
of such trained Christian leaders as ROBERTS 5 


produces. God still expects His wheat to grow =. ie T. 
with and in spite of the tares. Local, State Above, the ROBERTS Chess Club stages 
a thrilling contest. Below, a determined 


and Federal governments all need such youth student works his wey through on the 
leadership for Christ. Colle, 























You may equip yourself now, young 
man, with that godliness which is o profitable 
investment because it has promise both here 
and hereafter! 


ROBERTS .is now chartered as a Senior 
four-year College of liberal arts, with an 
accredited four-year Academy in connec- 
tion. Write now for new catalog direct to 
Dept. T. 
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GIST of the LESSON 


half a century of leadership. 
ast} 1950 ByR.A. Torrey 
yey 





Insist on the onpant. 
Eondesoes chonche. Digest and 
text of lesson. Full exposition. 
Other features. , 
Cloth Bound 60¢ Postpaid 
BH. REVELL CO., 158-Sth Ave., New York 10 
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NEW, BEAUTIFUL GOSPEL TRACTS 


Richly lithographed in 4 colors. Nothing comparable. 

nd 10c today for samples of 4-color tracts, or 25c for 
packet of all available titles, both lithographed and let- 
ter press (1-color) Gospel tracts. Clear, short, appeal- 
ing messages . . . the kind of tracts folks will receive, 
read, and heed. Get your samples now. 


BOOK AND BIBLE ROOM 
P. O. Box 35-T Hesston, Kansas 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
TIMEs. 





woe a Christian Faculty 
Builds Christian Lives 


The men and women of Multnomah faculty are 
consecrated to their task. As living examples of 
devotion to the Bible and Christian Service their 
teaching carries conviction which students sense 
and accept. FREE tuition. Three-Year Bible 
Course. Ask for catalog. 
Interesting Monthly Sent 
Free to All Inquirers 


ULTNOMAH 
School of te BIBLE 


Willard M. Aldrich, Th.0., President 
John G. Mitchell, D.D., Vice President 
632 N. E. Holladay St. Portland 14, Oregon 











EASTERN 
Trains... 


students in the whole Bible— 
an adequate foundation for 
faith and life. Through personal 
contacts with a fully qualified 
and consecrated faculty, young 
men and women are prepared 
for an effective ministry 
for today. 

Will you participate in 
Eastern’s training program by 
your prayers and gifts? 


EASTERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


CITY LINE & LANCASTER AVENUE 
PHILADELPHIA 31, PA. 
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Too Sooo are Se eee Scares Sear Sear SeorSes Sj and delights of sense or fancy which are 


sinful in themselves or tend to extin- 
guish or lessen our relish of more divine 
and intellectual pleasures, which doth 
also infer a resoluteness to undergo all 
those hardships he may meet with in the 
K) performance of his duty. So that not 
f only chastity and temperance, but also 
" Christian courage and magnanimity may 


come under this head.” One feels that 


4 
4} Scougal laid great emphasis on will 


t 
Ly power and not quite enough on the grece 
‘of God working in the Christian’s life 
to produce the fruit of the Spirit. How- 
ever, to counteract the fears of those 
who think they cannot continue, he 
shows how willing and able God is to 
enable us by His Spirit to overcome all 
temptations. Scougai had the ability, so 
often seen in the older writers, to rea- 
son all around his subject and almost 
compel the reader to acknowledge the 
rightness of his conclusions. There is 
no doubt that this is a valuable and 
timeless treatise on how to live the 
Christian life. Each of the three main 
sections closes with a beautiful and help- 
ful prayer. 


Mystery of Shadow Mountain. By 
Fred John Meldau. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.50.) 
It was an exciting thing to lie on a 
cliff high above Grand Lake and watch 
a strange boat row up to the shore be- 
low and disappear. But this was noth- 
ing compared with other mysteries and 
adventures that befell Van, Jim, and 
Cowboy Poke Saunders, on the Shadow 
Mountain ranch belonging to Van’s 
father. They visit a Triple Echo spot 
that plays such a part in the romances of 
four story characters; they are shown a 
criminal girl’s fingerprints cleverly se- 
cured by one-armed Walter; they get 
involved in a planned avalanche on the 
trek over the Great Divide; and they 
explore the Cathedral Rocks cave where 
such horrifying things are taking place. 
More than all, they have part in the 
round-up and arrest of an international 
spy ring, which has made Shadow Moun- 
tain its hide-out. For good measure the 
young reader gets also a kidnaping, a 
near-drowning, considerable gun-play, 
several attempted murders, and an auto 
chase at eighty mph. But the story has 
a decidedly Christian flavor since even 
fun-loving Poke, despite his ready fists 
and cowboy lingo, is a sincere believer 
in the Lord Jesus, while Jim, who is 









































| on “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
| know what te buy and where. The 
| 





Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance te you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
plan your purchases with the help of 


these columns? 
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at first outside the Christian corral, is 
at length persuaded by strange circum- 
stances, to leap the barrier for a place of 
salvation and security within, 
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A Campaign Against 
Liquor Advertising 


A “PROTEST and Appeal Campaign” 
is being directed toward the liquor 
advertising in Time and Life magazines, 
The movement is led by Dr. R. H. Mar- 
tin’s Committee Against Liquor Adver- 
tising, and is already attaining large pro- 
portions. Not only should individuals 
register their protests in specially writ- 
ten letters, but also Bible classes, mis- 
sionary societies, parent-teachers asso- 
ciations, and good citizens generally all 
over the United States. 

A well-written circular can be ob- 
tained at cost price which explains the 
extent and character of this promotion 
of drink by the Luce publications, now 
entering some fifteen million homes. 

Copies of the circular may be had at 
three cents a copy in quantities of five 
to fifty copies; one hundred or more 
copies for $2, from the Committee 
Against Liquor Advertising, 209 9th St., 
Pittsburgh 22. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 16 to 22 


Mon.—Acts 6:1-6. 
Full of Faith and the Spirit. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Full of faith and 
of the Holy Ghost.” The first Christians 
were the best Christians. They are held 
up to us by the Lord as patterns. We 
are exhorted to follow them as they fol- 
lowed Christ. They’ were full of faith 
and of the Holy Ghost. Every child of God 
faces the alternative: fullness of the 
self-life or fullness of the Christ life. 
We are in danger of being full of self 
if we are not filled with the Spirit. 
Pray that God’s people may have their 
inner eyes opened to their deepest need 
— viz.: CHRIST personal. 


Tues.—Acts 6:8-15. Mighty in Witness. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “They were not 
able to resist the wisdom and the spirit 
by which he [Stephen] spake.” Wit- 
ness will be irresistible when the Word 
of God is brought home to people by 
a Spirit-filled servant of God, Stephen’s 
spiritual qualities are intimated in verse 
8. He was a man who believed God, 
and one upon whom rested the grace 
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Lesson for January 22 
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Puiie E, Howarp, JR. 
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One copy, five years, $10. 
$2.00 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.00 each, per year. 


Canada: add 25 cents per year, for 
postage. 

Foreign: add 50 cents per year, for 
postage. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








and power of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit 
and the gifts are still for Christians of 
like character. According to our faith, 
gifts and capacities will be our service 
for the Lord. Pray for Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, 601 Pence Bldg., Minne- 
apolis. 

Wed.—Acts 7:54-60, Faithful Unte Death. 


PraYeR SuccesTions: “They ... ran 
upon him with one accord, and cast him 
out of the city, and stoned . . . Stephen, 
calling upon God, and saying, . . . Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge.” The 
wrath of the Devil was great in those 
days, but it will be greater before the 
age closes (Rev. 12:12). But the worst 
he can do will not shake the testimony 
of men of faith who are filled with the 
Holy Spirit. The world’s night is com- 
ing on apace. But let us arm ourselves 
with the same mind as God’s suffering 
saints, and be strong in the Lord for 
whatever may happen. Pray for suffer- 
ing Christians in Communist lands. 


Thurs.—2 Timothy 2:3-10. 
Sacrifice and Discipleship. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Endure hardness, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” Self- 
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denial, self-discipline, and devotion to 
duty are qualities of a good soldier. 
They are fundamental characteristics of 
all good servants of Christ. There are 
many who want God's salvation without 
God’s standard of life. They want the 
benefits of the Cross but not the bur- 
den of a daily cross. But we must “en- 
dure hardness” if we want to be pleas- 
ing to Him who has called us to be 
one of His warriors. Pray for every 
evangelical student preparing for the 
Christian ministry. 
Fri—1 Peter 3:13-17. 

“Suffer for Righteousness’ Sake.” 


PRAYER SuccEsTions: “And if ye suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: 
and be not afraid of their terror, neither 
be troubled.” Trying experiences must 
be met with on the road of righteous- 
ness. But. the Lord has forewarned us 
that the world will hate us because it 
hated Him, and so let us arm ourselves 
with the whole armor of God so that 
we can carry off the victory for our 
Lord. Pray for Christian fortitude to 
pursue the way of godliness. 


Sat.—Matthew 10:28-33. 
The Father Knows. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The very hairs 
of your head are all numbered.” Our 
Lord who knew tells us so. It is easy 
for our infinite God to hold matters of 
finite concern in mind. Known unto 
God are all His works. This is great 
comfort. Whatever may be our lot we 
can rest in the knowledge that our 
Father knows it all. But let not His 
knowledge hinder you from telling Him 
all your troubles. He bids you pour 
out your heart before Him. He has a 
present personal interest in your wel- 
fare. Pray for a more perfect trust of 
your Heavenly Father, whose loving 
heart is eternally the same. 


Sun.—1 Peter 1:3-9. Our Living Hope. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A lively hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead.” Christ is our hope.’ And He 
who was dead is alive forever more, 
and hath the keys of death and hell. 
Our Surety guarantees to us the terms 
of the New Covenant, and that covers 
all of time and eternity. We dare not 
trust in man. We dare not trust in our- 
selves. But we can and must, for all 
that we need forever, trust Christ. Be- 
fore the throne our Surety stands, and 
our name is written on His hands. Pray 
for Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill, 
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18th Edition 


150 Photos and Maps. Size 434x65ox1h¢ 


An ABBREVIATED BIBLE COMMENTARY: wet notes 
on every book in the Bible, Arch 





How We Got the Bible, and an Epitome of > History. 
There is nothing published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much practical Bible information. 

Book OF a Lifetime...FOR a Lifetime 
Loved alike by Young and Old 
Especially valuable for S S Teachers and Bible Students 
Widely used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly commended by leading Magazines and Ministers 
(Full particulars sent on request) 

764 pages. Cloth Binding. Only ease. 

Order from your 
H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 20, Mlinols 





CHRISTIANS! 


SHOW MERCY TO ISRAEL! 


PRAY FOR AND SUPPORT 
NATIONAL JEWISH MISSION 


Originated in 1904 
Winning Jews to Christ in America, Canada, and Europe 


Rev. G. P. Raud, President 
1101 E. 35th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Rev. T. MacDonald, General Secretary 
32 Roxborough Street, E., Toronto, Canada 

















N your mailbox a generous check every year—in your heart lasting joy from knowing 
you help make possible the soul-saving ministries of Moody Bible Institute. Such satis- 
fying returns can be yours this coming year (and each year of your life) through a 
Moody Annuity. 


In this troubled world of strikes, unemployment, threat of war and political unrest, it’s impos- 
sible to tell what the new year may bring. However, you can be certain that your Moody An- 
nuity check will always remain stable, dependable, guaranteeing you an unchanging return every 
year. An annuity gift enables you to save substantially on federal income taxes. 


A Moody Annuity gives you the satisfaction of becoming a life-long partner in the tuition- 
free training of Christian young men and women. In addition, you will share in the Institute’s own 
efforts to win souls to Christ through its scientific-gospel films, evangelistic meetings, books and 
tracts, students’ personal work, and daily gospel broadcasts. 


The new year is fast approaching . . . send now for complete information about the Moody 
Annuity plan. Mail the coupon for the free booklet, “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” and take your 
first step toward getting “many happy returns.” 


153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Illinois 


see how the new year can bring me “many happy returns.” 
[_] | am under 20. Send me Booklet A. 
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